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SIR, 
Havine attempted to remiove those obstacles; 
which mistaken ideas of scripture evidence, and of the 
acknowledged facts observable in human life; have op- 
posed to your judging favorably of human nature, and 
which have induced you to adopt the most inadmissible 
system mortals ever have invented, in order to solve ap- 
parent difficulties; we may now, itis hoped; without of- 
fence, approach the system itself ; and we shall venture 
to examine, without reserve, whether it be consistent 
with reason or commion sense: _ he se 
The hypothesis which you urge tipon our belief as the 
proper foundation of religion; natural and revealed, is; 
that man was originally possessed of every moral and 
intellectual quality; before he had eaten the forbidden 
fruit; that, in consequence of this act, the powers of his 
mind became darkened, his will perverted ; that he was 
rendered prone to every evil thought and wicked deed ; 
and also, that he communicated this corrupt and depra- 
ved disposition to all his offspring, without a single ex 
ception. * a a 
You must allow that this total degeneracy of our ia- 
tures can only be ascribed to one or other of the follow- 
Me Causes : it 7“ have proceeded from an abso? 
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lute decree of heaven, or arbitrary exertion of divine 
power, introducing some immediate and miraculous 
change in the very. constitution of our first parents, in 
- consequence-of their conduct ; or from the agency of 
an evil spirit possessing inherent powers, or receiving 
permission from God, to contaminate the parent stock 
and the germs of existence, with every evil principle; or 
the change itself must have taken place by the operation 
of some physical cause; that is, there must have been 
some natural relation between the offence of our first 
parents, and the.degenerate effects ascribed to it. These 
are the only alternatives that present themselves. 

The first of these positions does not appear to be 
maintained by any advocate for your system. The 
whole blame is universally laid upon man; and the con- 
sequences of his disobedience are considered as a just 
punishment for the abuse of his free will. _ It is even at- 
tempted to vindicate the wisdom and justice of God, in 
thus ordaining that the eternal fate of myriads should be 
made to depend upon the single act ofan individual, by 
the. allegation, that if our first parents had proved obedi- 
ent to this test, their posterity would have enjoyed per- 
feetion and felicity equal to the depravity. and misery in 
which they afé now involved. Indééd, the contrary sen- 
timént could not be adopted, without an accusation be- 
ing brought against their Maker, of voluntarily becom- 
ing the immediate author’ of sin and misery : without 
supposing that the, greatest miracle ‘éver wrought by 
Ominipotence, was called forth for the worst of purposes; 
that the Deity finding himself disappomted in his gra- 
cious designs to maidek man perfect dnd happy, should 
froma spirit of revenge, inflict the greatest curse upon 
man, which his all-comprehensible mind could devise. 

Nor do they attribute to Satan arly other power. than 
that of seduction. “They suppose that this evil spirit 
jealous of the felicity in reserve for the newly create 
favorites of heaven, determined to, counteract the’ benefi- 
cent designs of the Creator. But that he was restrained, 
from the use of any. other means than that of artifice ; 
that he perverted the judgment, vitiated the desires, and 
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ained a complete conquest over the will of Adam and 
Eve, by his wiles: knowing that the natural conse- 
quence of their disobedience would be the ruin of them- 
gelves and their posterity. | | 
Nothing remains therefore, to explain this phenome. 
non, but the influence of physical causes. They who 
admit the doctrine of hereditary depravity, are compelled 
to believe that the sin of our first parents so changed 
and contaminated their natures, that they were rendered 
incapable of pro-creating such a race of perfect and hap- 
py beings, as would have issued from their loins, had 
they continued obedient to the divine commands ; that 
their natural powers were so instantaneously changed, 
as to.communicate to their innumerable progeny the 
guilt of their own sin, and a propensity to commitevery 
other. 

_Let us now examine whether this be possible. 

Human depravity is ascribed by the hypothesis to the 
sin of Adam and Eve in eating the forbidden fruit. 
Whether we consider the account of the first transgres- 
sion given us by Moses, as allegorical, or as a literal fact, 
criminality of conduct must equally consist in disobe- 
dience to the divine command. The disobedience was 
manifested by the commission of an act in opposition to 
the divine prohibition, which included in it a previous 
disposition prompting to the commission, and a volun- 
tary compliance with this disposition. Criminality can- 
not be attached to the act itself, simply considered ; for, 
exclusive of the prohibition, it would have been no 
greater crime to ¢at of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil, than of any other tree in the garden. Nor could 
guilt be imputed to the first impulse of desire ; for al- 
though the height of perfection may consist in the eleva- 
tion of mind above temptation, yet to check an regular 
propensity, or rather a natural propensity, rendered crim- 
inal alone by superior authority, to check this from rev- 
erence to that authority, is justly deemed a virtue. Cri- 
minality must. have commenced, therefore, with the 
yielding of the mind to the temptation, that is, with the 
resolution taken todisabey. It is consequently evident, 
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¢hat Adam in his best estate did not possess the high per, 
fection which would have placed him above an illicit 
‘propensity: and it is no less evident that he had virtual. 
ly fallen from a state of purity and innocence of heart, 
before he partook of the forbidden fruit. His mind was 
rendered depraved by the determination of his will, before 
‘he actually committed a deed which is said to haye 
plunged all mankind in depravity. The act itself was 
simply an indication that he had not virtue enough to re- 
sist the temptation. He must have been equally guilty 
in the eyes of his Judge, had some miraculous interfer- 
ence prevented the commissien of it, 

Here, by the way, we are again able to recognize pa. 
rents similar totheir offspring. For it is the encouraging 
and yielding to irregular desires, which constitute the 
criminality of our conduct. This is an additional evi- 
dence that they were created inall respects like ourselves; 
not excepting their being subject to temptations, and be- 
ing subdued by them. | ) 

' Jt appears, therefore, from the above considerations, 
that the dispositions of our first parents were perverted, 
before the actual commission of the deed, to which the 
whole evil of the fall is invariably ascribed. Are we 
then to imagine that the depraved disposition generated 
in their minds by the temptation, is the primitive cause 
of all this hereditary mischief? Could the indulgence 
of this one propensity produce, by any physical laws of 
the constitution, such a singular change in their natures, 
that they should be necessitated by this change, to pro- 
create a race of beings directly opposite in character to 
the original nature infused by the immediate power of 
the Almighty ? It is allowed that a prevailing cast of 
character may be transmitted to the immediate offspring; 
but the hypothesis attributes infinitely greater force to 
one particular desire, excited and gratified in a single 1n- 
stance, in opposition to the general character, than to the 
influence of the general character itself. Could this sin- 
gularity, which has such a miraculous appearance, pro 
ceed from any physical law? Are we to conceive that 
eyery other:propensity with which our great ancestors 
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were endowed, was at once annihilated, or at once ren- 
dered inert by the momentary indulgence of a single 
desire 2 Are we to suppose that a particular virus was 
contained in this illicit desire, potent enough to spread 
itself over the human race for the space of so many 
thousand years, producing in the minds of men, not a 
single and similar propensity to disobey an individual 
command, but a congeries of perverse dispositions infi- 
nitely various, and numbers of them directly opposite to 
each other in their natures and qualities, and that no vir- 
fuous propensity should be transmitted to check the 
contagion ? It is admitted by our opponents that Adam 
‘and Eve were blessed with sincere repentance, that they 
were informed of a promised Messiah, that they posses- 
sed a saving faith in him, and thus obtained the pardon 
of their sin; why was not this penitent temper propaga- 
ted in a similar manner, and diffused over the human 
race, that the dangerous & deep wound inflicted upon our 
natures might also have been healed ? like potent reme- 
_ dies discovered by mortals, which by healing the diseases 
contracted by the vicious irregularities of parents, pre- 
vent their baneful effects from being transmitted to their 
offspring ? Sureiy the same laws of Adam/’s constitu- 
tion, which acted with such wonderful influence in one 
case, must have produced similar effects in every case 
that was parallel. 

There can be no answer to these queries, without re- 
curring to a proposition that has been disavowed : with- 
out ascribing the cause to a miraculous interference ; or 
to some original.law in their make, designedly planted 
there for the most pernicious purposes; by means of 
which this perfect pair, and in them the whole human 
race, have been rendered prone to every evil, by one 
single incident, while the physical influence of other de- 
sires and propensities are not permitted to counteract the 
mischief. This is ‘resolving the consequences of the 
fall into the arbitrary appointment of Heaven, and vir- 
tually charging God with being the intentional author of 
universal depravity. 

For the above reasons it cannot be admitted, that this 





198 Letter to Mr. Wilberforce. 


particular desire, generated in the mind of Adam before 
the commission ot the deed itself, should be propagated 
to his posterity, and branch out into an innumerable 
multitude of illicit desires, according to the operation of 
any physical law im his constitution. 

Would we ascribe the baneful influence of the crime 
to the act itself, we should still be at a loss to discover 
the most distant connexion between the supposed cause 
and the-dire effects. 

It has already been observed, that.the act would have 
been indifferent, had it not been a trespass upon the di- 
vine prohibition. As such it was the consummation of 
guilt. It totally obliterated! every title to the character | 
of innocence. The unfortunate pair could no longer re. — 
joice in the simplicity and purity of their minds, enjoy 
that self-complacency and confidence in the divine favor 
which a triumph over the temptation would have inspi- 
red. The dreadful penalty was now incurred. The 
deed once perpetrated, inevitably exposed them to the 
threatened punishment. ‘To the illicit desire excited 
before the actual commission, succeeded terror, shame, 
remorse, self-reproach, and repentance ; which, however 
it might mitigate the divine wrath, could not restore their 
innocence, or replace them in the state of conscious in- 
tegrity from which they had fallen. Such are the bitter 
fruits they had gathered from the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil. 

In a state perfectly similar may all the children of Ad- 
am be placed, under a consciousness of guilt, and in the 
fearful expectation of the righteous judgments of God. 
To this they are rendered liable by the very constitution 
of their natures, as being, like their first parents, moral, 
conscious, responsible beings ; and not from any other 
inheritance than that of being of the same species as 
their great ancestors. ‘Thus by contemplating all the 
moral evils arising immediately from the commission of 
the aet, it appears that they must have been personal ; 
such as were the necessary result of their conduct, and 
relation to their Creator ; and suchas can only be expe- 
rienced by the offspring that imitates their example. 
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Nor could the act itself indicate any thing that had a 
natural or pay Soe! tendency to implant those seeds of 
universal depravity ascribed to the grand transgression. 
Shall we attribute the evil to the nature of the fruit, 
Of that forbidden tree, whofe mortal tafte 
Brought death into the world, and all our wee P a 

Will this solve the difficulty ? Could the tree of know- 
ledge of food and evil secrete from its juices, and depo- 
sit in the fruit, nothing but a malignant virus, without 
any mixture ofthe good? Could its intoxicating qual- 
ities diffuse the most opposite phrenzies over an innume- 
rable progeny, and transmit them down to the latest 
posterity ? Is it owing to the subule properties of this 
fruit, that even to the present hour the most opposite 
vices shall be generated ; that one child of Adam sliall 
be disposed to the sin of avarice, another to that of ex- 
travagance and dissipation ? that this person is timid to 
pusillanimity, and. his: neighbor rash and‘impetuous ? 
that one character is treacherous, another overbearing 
and tyrannical ? Did this also infuse propensities to 
ebriety, lewdness, fraud and deceit ? to envy, ground- 
less suspicions, deliberate malevolence, cruelty, or vin- 
dictive anger? In short, did it in reality operate in the 
manner fabulously reported of Pandora’s box, and shed 
over human nature a medley of evils various and oppoe- 
site? containing within itself at the same instant, the 
germs of all those wicked and contrary propensities 
which have disgraced and tormented our natures ? 

But which ever of these modes you may adopt as the 
physical\¢ause of human depravity, are we to extend the 
moral effects of the fall beyond the human race? Did 
it exert its morbid influence over all animated beings ? 
We perceive something in the brute ‘creation strongly 
resembling those propensities which constitute the vices 
and imperfections of men, “Did the ruins of the fall'ex- 
tend to these alse 2 Did it curse the’ hare, and many 
other animals, with a timidity which “keeps them per- 
Petually upon the watch ?—give ferocity to the tyger ? 
subtilty-to: the fox ? render the wolf treacherous and 
‘uel? teach the insidious spider to weave its web for 
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the incautious fly? impart to the scorpion its deadfy 
sting ? Did it impart to one animal its unconquerable 
sloth ? or infuse into another its hereditary disposition 
to gluttony ? Did it foment strifes and quarrels among 
animals of the same species ? teach mastiffs to worry 
each other ? inspire the game cock with persevering 
hatred against its antagonist, and arm it with spurs for 
the contest ? impart to various animals a degree of mu: 
tua: enmity, as often as they become rivals or impedi- 
ments to each other in the gratification of their appetites ? 
Did it create birds of prey also, and diffuse universal 
hostility over the finny tribe ? ! 

If your answer be in the affirmative ; then must you 
acknowledge that a petulant power has been exerted by 
the Almighty to blast innocent natures, in revenge for 
crimes in which they had no share ; for here hereditary 
propensity could not take place. If your answer be in 
the negative ; whence came these apparent evils in the 
brute creation ? If they were originaily implanted by 
the finger of God, is not such a constitution of things 
as contrary to our primary notions of the divine charac- 
ter, as the permission of moral evil in the moral world ? 
Since characters and dispositions so contrary to our 
ideas of rectitude and innocence, are permitted in the 
lower ranks of life, by an absolute law of their natures, 
why may not that peculiarly susceptible and_ versatile 
ereature, man, whose connexions with the world, and its 
objects are infinitely more ample and diversified, be- 
come incidentally subject to them all, without the impu- 
tation of that hereditary depravity which you suspect to 
be a deviation from the primary plan? Why may we 
not allow his various propensities to be with him, as 
with the lower creation, the satellites of self-love,the mo- 
ral depravity of which consists in the perversion of de- 
sires innocent in themselves, in the criminal choice of 
objects, or undue degrees of indulgence ; that js, in their 
opposition to the dictates of reason, or of an express 
command, or to those laws of benevolence which are s0 
peculiarly obligatory upon him, as a rationgl and social 
being ? : 
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If we consider the subject metaphysically, we shall 
be presented with objections nor less formidable. — 


You have manifested, it is true, a degree of contempt 
for metaphysics, not uncommogn to those who are totally 
unacquainted with the science ; forgetting that some 
subjects cannot be satisfactorily treated in any other 
manner. But let it be remarked, that in cases where 
the metaphysician is lost in his abstractions, and returns 
from his arduous pursuits dissatisfied with the result, yet 
he has in general acquired an accuracy and precision in 
his ideas, with which they are little acquainted who 
have never applied themselves to the study. However, 
under this head, we will be as concise as possible. 


We may first observe that the doctrine is not very 
consistent with the ideas you entertain of mind. 


Itis singular that the doctrine of hereditary depravity 
should alone be entertained by those who are strenuous 
advocates for the spirituality of mind. Should the Ma- 
terialist adopt the system, he might claim some right te 
borrow an argument from the analogy subsisting between 
one material substance and another. He might be permit- 
ted to afix a more literal signification to the usual terms 
corruption of human nature, the contagion of sin, &c. 
and derive illustrations from the fermentative quality 
and expansive powers of leaven, which will in small 
quantities diffuse its influence over a large mass ; or 
from the dairy, when he observes how small a portion 
of an acrid juice, is able instantaneously to change a 
large quantity of the blandest milk, into an hard coagu- 
lated substance. His only task will be to prove that the 
cases are perfectly parallel ; and that dispositions and 
actions are inevitably contagious to mind, independent 
ofthe will. But an advocate for the spirituality of the 
soul, attentive to the high attributes with which he 
clothes this spiritual nature, should be particularly cau- 
tious before he asserts that a momentary desire, of a pe- 
Culiar nature, excited by a particular temptation, can be 
infectious to kindred minds, while they were in an in- 
*onscious state : and that this disposition being infinitely 
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divisible as matter, has been diffused over infinitudes of 
minds for successive generations. 

Advocates for the spirituality of the human mind, are 
not agreed concerning the time when the immortal spirit 
commenced its intimate union with the corporeal frame, 
The question admits of two hypotheses, and each of them 
has its partizans. Some imagine that the corporeal 
frame alone, or merely animal life, is propagated by sex. 
ual commerce ; and that at a certain peried of Vitality, 
the spirit of man is infused by a divine power into the 
animal system, in a manner unknowu to us, but accord- 
ing to some immutable law of his own appointment. 
Others maintain that the spiritual nature of man is con- 
temporary with the corporeal, and that the germ of ex- 
istence, in its earliest state, contains the two principles 
of animal and spiritual life. 

The first hypothesis obviously renders the doctrine 
of hereditary depravity an impossibility. For the mind 
of man, the offending part, could not have been in the 
loins of our first parents when they committed the of- 
fence, and therefore could not have been contaminated 
by it. The spirit of every individual proceeding imme- 
diately from the hands of his Maker, must be as pure, as 
refined, and as free from sin, as the soul of Adam. on the 
day of his creation :—for the idea of Adam’s perfection, 
in nature and character, before lis transgression, is alone 
founded upon his proceeding from the hand of God; 
and the doctrine of hereditary depravity is alone invented 
to explain the manner in which a disposition to sin could 
be introduced into our moral natures :—According to 
this hypothesis, therefore, the genuine doctrine of original 
sin must berenounced. For whatever pollution the soul 
may contract when compelled to inhabit the corporeal 
frame, this must simply be a sin of infection, not hered- 
itary guilt. The spiritual part of man not being descen- 
ded from Adam, has no other relation to him than that 
of residing in an abode which he had provided in the 
course of ordinary generation : and supposing this to be 
s0 insufferably vile as to pollute and deprave every soul 
that enters, that soul cannot be charged with hereditary 
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guilt, however it may pe pitied for being constrained to 
occupy so improper a dwelling. 

The other hypothesis is not without its difficulties. 
Since *‘all the sons of Adam are by the fall, under the 
wrath and curse of God, and so made liable to the pains 
of hell forever,” humanity prompts us to inquire when 
this unfortunate filiation commences? The advocates 
for the propagation of our spiritual natures together with 
the corporeal, must admit that the extent of both sin and 
punishment, is, ifthe expression be permitted, infinitely 
infinite. ‘The circumstance of being born into the-world 
is merely incidental. As the soul existed coeval with 
the corporeal germ, it was a responsible sinner, and heir 
of eternal misery, long befere its very fetus could be 
formed, and must remain in the wretched predicament, 
should it never have possessed a foetus, or should this 
never have arrived at its perfection of growth. Thus 
myriads and myriads of miserable embryos that never- 
saw the light of the sun, will as infallibly be plunged into 
the flames ef hell, as the most abandoned of our species ; 
and every germ that pessesses a physical possibility of 
existing in this world, shall witheut doubt, perish ever- 
lastingly in the next!!! 

Further, the abettors of this system ought to form pre- 
cise ideas of the nature of sin, and of mental depravity, 
before they impute either to the inconscious principle. 
The enly malady of mind consists in impaired or disor- 
dered intellects, depraved desires, and perverse will. The 
former is by universal consent pronounced to be a mis- 
fortune, not a crime, because the mind is purely and in- 
voluntarily passive: and is not this precisely the case 
with the primitive temper and disposition with which 
we are generated ? Allowing the definition of sin to be 
“any want of conformity unto, or transgression of the 
law of God,” we ought to be perfectly clear in the po- 
sition, that this transgression or want of conformity can 
be committed by the mind, before it enjoys any know- 
ledge of moral obligation, If we shoild deem it ab- 
surd to impute etrors in judgment to mankind, before 
they are capable of reasoning, hew can we suppose their 
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wills to. be depraved before they had a will ? or c 
them with being guilty of Adam’s sin, either in deed or 
by acquiescence, before they had power to act, or to tes. 
tify consent ? 

The utmost that can possibly be ascribed to the human 
mind, is, that it is so formed as in certain circumstances 
it will indicate itself prone to the commission of evil. 
But such a conformation in itself has no more culpabil- 
ity, than the calamity of impaired intellects, Let the na. 
tural propensity be ever se strong, the subject may be 
as innocent of guilt, as the embryo of a tyger is void of 
cruelty, before it has acquired the instinctive ferocity of 
the dam. Virus itself is innoxious in an inert state, 
Nor could the inert virus of sin, supposing it to exist, 
be charged with demerit. ‘This title must be suspend- 
ed unti} it shal] burst forth into actual transgression. 

, But the same mind isso formed, that in certain cir. 
cumstances it shews itself prone to good also ; and why 
may not this fact be admitted with equal propriety, as an 
evidence of the universal excellence of our natures ?— 
Why may we not expatiate upon all the good observa. 
ble.in man, and pronounce him perfect, in consequence 
of his approved moral qualities, as legitimately as you 
stigmatize him‘with the character of universal depravity ; 
from his bad ones? Let this statement convince you, 
Sir, that the singular conformity of our natures cannot 
be, of itself, an indication of either virtue or vice ; that 
it is equally void of merit or demerit, claims no reward, 
and deserves no punishment. 

Does not the above examination fully prove, that the 
doctrine of hereditary mental depravity, considered 
either physically or metaphysically, is an absolute impos- 
sibility ? 

_ We shall now briefly shew, that it is equally inconsis: 
tent with. some other theological tenets, which are also 
deemed sacred by its supporters. For instance : 

If hereditary corruption be admitted, it will totally de- 
stroy all the subsequent temptations of Satan. If man 
be so depraved that he can neither think a good thought, 
nor perform a good action; ifhis yer best deeds are 











| tivate those who are already in their chains, 3 | 
The doctrine of original depravity opposes with no 
less force, that of the true and proper incarnation of the : 


* 


only splendid sins, there is no place left for the sedue- 
tions of the evilone. His whole business must have 
been completed by the success of his first enterprize.. 
He and his agents would be idling away their time in 
employing arts of seduction upon those who are already 
prone to every. kind of iniquity ; or endeavoring to cap. 


Son of God. If it be true that our natures are univer- 
sally corrupt, when the Godhead became man in the per- 
son of Jesus Christ, he must have taken our corrupt na- 
ture upon him ; that is, he must also inevitably have 
partaken of this original hereditary depravity. If he re- 
mained untainted with original sin, it could not be our 
natures which he took upon himself, Admitting that 
the union of the Divinty with humanity, may have pre- 
served the latter from actual transgression, may have 
checked and subdued every, evil propensity, or may have 
prevented any from rising, yet the propensity must havé 
been radically inherent in the person of Jesus Christ, as 
much as in ourselves, The divine nature must inevita- 
bly have taken the human, as it actually exists. Christ 
Jesus, therefore; as man, however perfect in character 


andin conduct, yet being a child of Adam, he was, e-, 


qually with those he came to saye, “‘liable to the wrath 
of God, and the pains of hell forever!’?? The pen trem- 
bles as it traces these consequences ; but they inevitably 
flow from your extravagant hypothesis! The idea 
might be enlarged, upon, were not the subject too re- 
volting, | 

The position that our Saviour was born out of the or- 
dinary course of generation, does not solve the difficul- 
tv, unless it canbe proved that Adam’s depravity ran 
in the male line alone, notwithstanding that Eve was first 
in the transgression, Mary, the mother of Jesus, being 
born of parents naturally depraved, must have partaken 
of their depravity, and this must have been communica- 
ted to all her descendants, whether according to the 
course of ordinary generation or not. It is maintained 


Letter to Mr. Wslberforee. 905 - 





























266 On Puture Punishment. | 


by our opponents universally, that our Saviour was of 
the seed of David, alone in consequence of his havin 
been born of Mary: butas you apply the declaration 
of David, that ‘the was born in sin, and in iniquity did 
his mother conceive him,” to the pollution derived 
from Adam, Mary must also have partaken of, and 
communicated its dreadful effects to her son. 

Thus it appears, without a possibility of evading the 
force of the argument, that if the doctrine of hereditary 
depravity be true, and if the Son of God be also the Son 
of Man, being descended from Adam in the female line, 
he *fsinned in him, and fell with him -in his first trans- 
gression.” 


~~ 006 8 20 


CORRESPONDENCE ON THE SUBJECT OF 
FUTURE PUNISHMENT. 


feonutixven,] 


DEAR BROTHER, 


Several occurrences, among which may be reck- 
ened sickness, and the accumulation of business which 
presented upon recovery, and then a journey, &c. will 
efkciently piead my excuse for delaying an answer to 
your letter of July 22, until now. 

You say, ‘* Had you embraced, either in the case of 
the ten brethren, or that of St. Paul, a due consideration 
-of a sinless state, from the time sins were committed to 
any given time afterwards, it is beHeved that the impo- 
tence of the argument would have been sufficiently visi- 
ble.”? I should be sorry not te give every consideration 
its just weight ; nor as yet do I see wherein I have been 
wanting. It was never my intention to prove that there 
is nO SINLEss state. The question turns upon this 
point, or rather, this is the question: ‘ Cannot a man 
suffer in consequence of a sin committed, even after he 
has ceased to committhe sin?” To prove the afarma- 








tive, I adduced the two cases alluded to above. That 
there is an “ advantage to be derived from a sinless state, 
to the contrary side of the argument,” is. not denied. 
But whether this ‘advantage’ 1s of so much importance 
gs to turn the cause in faver of the ‘contrary side,’ is- 


doubted. Here I will, as connected with this idea, nos. 


tice your remarks upon the ‘regret’? which Paul experi- 
enced. You say, ‘regret and guilt are very different ;’ 
to ilustrate which you say, * he (Pau! 
gretted the blindness of his brethren the Jews, but that he 
felt any condemnation for their blindness may not neces- 
sarily follow.’’ Indeed, it does not ‘necessarily follow ;’ 
and [am willing also to grant that in many instances ‘‘re- 
gret and guilt are very different.” But to me it is evi- 
dent that much of this difference arises from the differ- 
ence in the subjects. Paul might, as he did, deeply 
regret the blindness of his countrymen, but there was 
no possible view of the case, in which he could be guilty. 
Their blindness was their own act or condition of mind ; 
Paul’s ‘ REGRET’ Was Ais own condition, and as far as 
he had conducted sinfully in persecuting the Church, 
was, as appears to me, a conseqnence of his own act. 
And, besides, I wish to enquire, wherein the great dif- 
ference is between this regret and guilt of the Apostle, 


unless the regret be the child of the guilt? If Paul had 


never done what was wrong, why should he feel any 
regret for past persecuting measures? Ifno guilt, why 
any condemnation? And if no condemnation, why 
should he say, ‘I obtained mercy ?? I will only add, 
that, if Paul’s regret was the production of his persecu- 
ting conduct in times past, and if it gave him mental 
uneasiness, then, it strikes me, that his regret, though a 
relation, in ever so distant a remove from the original act, 
was a consequence of a sinful act. | 

In replying to your subsequent remarks upon the ab- 
sence of the doctrine of future punishment, from I, the 
promise to Abraham ; 2, from the prophetical books ; 
3, from the discourses of Jesus ; 4, from the Apostle’s 
preaching, and 5, from the denunciation upon Adam, the 
malediction of Cain, &c. I shall be more brief and gen- 
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eral than you may perhaps expect, because I think the case 
will admit of such a procedure, without any disparage: 
ment to the nature of the testimony which you adduce, 
(which however is negative) or the remarks which you 
make upon that testimony, which are ingenious and 
plausible, I cannet say they are, to me, Convincing, 
It was certainly the design of the promise to Abraham, 
of much of the prophetical writings, of a considerable 
portion of cur Saviour’s discourses, and of most of the 


‘ Apostolic letters, and the sermons of the Apostles which 


we find on record, to prove a DELIVERANCE From 
SIN AND MISERY. ‘This being admitted, a reason 
may he offered, why a FuTURE punishment, or indeed 
punishment of any peFrNnire duration, should not be 
ain EXPREss article of such writings. Ifthe subjects of 
a prince had rebelled, and the prince was pleased to 
grant a full pardon to all offenders, and a perfect delivere 
ance from all the consequences of the revolt; the edict 
which should announce these ‘‘glad tidings,” and call 
upon the subjects to believe im the mercy of the prince, 
would not NECESSARILY embrace this article of faith, 
viz: ‘some of my subjects will continue rebellious be- 
yond such a period of time,” and then noting the period 
expressly. 

The gospel preached to Abraham, and by Christ and 
his Apostles, as well as Prophets, is mainly conversant 
with the final deliverance of mankind from the power. of 
sin and death; but this deliverance has not, as I recol- 
ject, any specific period allotted it. ‘The Apostle uses 
this general language, ‘‘the dispensation of the fulness 
oftimes.’’ _ And were it justifiable, on principles of rea- 
soning, might I not employ your own mode of argument, 
and say, If the doctrine of a deliverance from sin and its 
consequences, in the article of death, be an evangelical 
truth, shouid we not expect to find it plainly expressed, 
in the before mentioned departments of scripture ? And 
if it be not there expressed, is not the conclusion logical, 
that sucha doctrine is without competent authority ? — 

But Iam not certain, however, that the prophetic 
and.christian’ scriptures are s1LeNT on the subject of 




























































fature punishment, though they are not so direct upon 
the point, as upon some others, (for reasons above men- 
tioned) and though they do not notice it so often as other 
subjects. I will-say, itis difficult for me to understand 
the text, Ist Pet. 3; 19 20—and also, chap. 4, 5th and 
6th verses, without admitting a future punishment as 
suffered by the persons mentioned by the Apostle. It 
further appears that the Apostle expected a second com- 
ing of the Saviour, and spake of the event as future, and 
as involving a judgment of the world, and contemplating 
a state of suffering. Iam however willing to see any ex- 
planation of these texts which will rome contrary, if 
such a thing can be done with evangelic propriety. I 
seek only truth. 

You say, a true knowledge of God, manifested through 
his Anointed, and a conformity of heart to his moral 
perfections, alone fit the subject for the kingdom of hap- 
piness ; and that ‘this may be in a good measure, if not 
wholly, effected in this world.’’ I agree to all this. But 
does not observation convince us, that many pass from 
this world without the smallest indication of this ‘‘con- 
formity to moral perfection.” And if so, we ought to 
have competent evidence that the gospel promises take 
— subjects up, immediately, where death sets them 

own. 


Yours, ke. 
RERTHE AEHREE 


DEAR BROTHER, 


Yours of the 22d inst. was received thisday. The 
events to which you allude by way of an apology for 
not favoring me with an earlier answer, &c. had been 
duly noticed as they took place, and considered as a suf. 
ficient reason for the delay. 

_ You say, “this is the question: cannot a man suffer 
In consequence of a sin committed, even after he has 
ceased to commit the sin ?”? I, however, considered the 


question to be as follows : Can a man suffer in conse- 
: > 
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quence of a sin committed, even after he has ceased from 
sin ? 

If we consider sin in relation to acts in particular, jt 
will be discovered, that one sinful act induces to another, 
and this second to a third, and so on; and though the 
first act may have been forgotten, yet as it continues in 
its effects in overt acts, so it continues in its effects of 
guilton the mind. But if we consider sin distinct from 
actions, and as it regards the moral state of the creature, 
and then direct our minds to the question, whether pun- 
ishment for’sin continues longer than sin exists, we shal! 
consider the question on the ground on which I have 
endeavored heretofore to have it decided. 

The way in which this question is supposed to affect 
our general subject, 1s by discovering the necessity of 
continuing the sinful state of man beyond the death of 
the body, in order to continue a state of punishment be- 
yond that period. 

In your ‘brief’? and ‘general’ reply to the latter part of 
my last letter, if I rightly recollect my arguments, it ap- 
pears to me, that you have applied them differently from 
their sriteanded use; which in room of being designed to 
prove there will be no future punishment, was designed 
to prove the negative of the following question, (which 
was proposed pursuant to your special request, as a 
question which might tend, in its discussions, to a deci- 
sion of our general subject, viz. Is the doctrine of future 
punishment necessarily included in the faith of the 
Gospel ? 

If you find me correct in this particular, you will be 
able to see at once, that when you ask, whether you may 
not employ my mode of argument, &c. you apply my 
argument to the issue of the general question, and not to 
the particular question to which I applied it. 

It was expected that you would have accepted my 
proposed question, for the purpose for which I had, with 
much reluctance, introduced it; or that you would 
have shown that the particular question was wanting 1" 
its powers and consequences for such a general purpose. 

Thad, prior to my last, suggested that I could see ne 
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reason for converting the negative of our subject to a po- 
sitive, by which it would become incumbent © me to 
prove that there will be no future punishment ;_ and 
yet, if you are rightly understood, you have treated my 
argument as if it were of that character, 

You say you are ‘‘not certain that the Prophetic and 
Christian Scriptures are silent on the subject of future 
punishment, though they are not so direct up n_ the 
‘point as upon some others ;” after which you notice the 
words of St. Peter, and some observations relative tothe _ 
second coming of Christ, &c. which yqu intimate not © 
to understand, if the doctrine of future punishment be 
not allowed. Here again you will perceive, that you di- 
rect those scriptures to the decision of our general sub- 
ject, and not to the particular question to which I inten- 
ded to draw your attention, and to which I directed the 
whole of the reasoning which you think fails of proving 
there will be no future punishment. 

Should it appear reasonable to you, that the Bg 
which was stated in my last, should be discussed with a 
view to direct us to a decision of our general subject, it 
isexpected that you may likewise think it necessary to be 
more particular on the several subjects noticed in miy ar- 
zument, in order the better to ascertain whether those ar- 
guments are destitute of force, as applied to their real 
object. , 

{n expectation of what is above suggested, remarks 
on the passages in St. Peter, &c. are deferred until it 
may be thought necessary to discover their agreement i 
with our conclusion of the general question. 

It may not, however, be thought to be out of piacc, 
to notice here, that yeur concluding observations may 
apply to St. Paul, or any other saint who like him felt | 
the infirmities of the law of sin which is in the members, 
as well as to those who are, while living, less sensible of 
these infirmities ; for ifin the last case it be required to 
have **competent evidence that the Gospel promises take 
such subjects up IMMEDIATELY where death sits them 
‘lown,”’ so likewise in the former. 


Yours, affectionately, 





I 


HERES KHKE DY % 
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212 Doctrine aceording to Godliness. 
DOCTRINE ACCORDING TO GODLINESS. 


Notwithstanding the many opinions, and unhappy 
contentions, on the subject of doctrine, which have ser- 
ved to agitate and disunite the professors of C hristianity, 
it is believed that the doctrine which is according to god. 
liness may be easily learned, if the mind can become 
sufficiently detached from the vain speculations of school- 
men, to attend to a few of the many lessons which the 
scriptures furnish by rxamMpLes of godliness. In at. 
tempting to thtew some light on this important subject, 
examples have been chosen, because they communicate 
instruction in the most simple, and at the same time, 
most energetic manner. The kind treatment which Ja- 
cob received from his brother Esau, is a striking exam- 
ple of godliness. On account of the injury which he 
did to Esau, in obtaining his birthright, and supplanting 
him in respect to the blessing, Jacob had great appre- 
hensions not only for his own, but likewise for the safe- 
ty of his wives, children, and his ‘extensive property, 
when he found his brother was coming to meet him with 
four hundred men. It would be in vain to attempt a 
description of those feelings which must have agitated 
the mind of the father and husband on this memorable 
occasion. The unkindness of Jacob in former times, to 
his brother, now wrought a sensible conviction in his 
mind, and presented his injured brother to his imagina- 
tion, infuriate with vindictive justice. There was no 
way to escape ; to resist was impracticable ; he must now 
submit to the pleasure of an injured brother. His first 
endeavour was to appease the wrath of Esau with a libe- 
ral donation from his flocks and herds ; but as he had 
but a faint hope that the anger which he felt, would by 
this mean be turned away, his next calculation was, se to 
dispose his wives and children, that should evil befal 
any of them, he might possibly secure by flight, those 
which were the most dear to himself. Having made 
these arrangements, he passed over before his numerous 
family to meet his brother, and bowed himself to the 
ground seven timcs, until he came near to Esau, whe 
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xan to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, 
and kissed him ; and now the tide of tender sympathies 
and fraternal affection vents itself in ‘tears. The offen- 
der, freely forgiven and kindly accepted, in his plea to 
urge his brother to accept his present, said, “I pray thee, 
ifnow I have found grace in thy sieht then receive my 
present at my hand ; for therefore I have seen thy face, 
as though I had seen the face of God, and thou wast 
pleased with me.” 

By this example of godliness, we may learn many 
valuable ideas, and obtain a clear understanding of the 
nature of the doctrine which is of God. 

We learn, Ist. That it is natural for guilt to deceive 
the mind, and to create fears which are not founded in 
truth. 2d. We learn that to forgive, is according to 
Godliness. 3d. We learn that the spirit of Godliness 
does not require any substitution or vicarious sufferins 
in room of the offender. The opinion that God co 
not, consistent with divine justice, forgive the sins of 
mankind, without first satisfying vindictive justice in 
the sufferings of a substitute, is refuted by the example 
of Godliness which we have now under consideration.” 

If Esau had entertained the scrupulous homage for 
vindictive vengeance, which our Christian doctors have 
so zealously maintained, he would have’ been likely to 
make a sovereign division. He might have said to his 
brother, Though I am merciful, yet I must be just ; and 
the penalty due to your crimes must fall on some devo- 
ted victim. Iwill be gracious to you ; you and a few 
of your household shall rejoice in my favor, but the 
greater part of ycur family are doomed to feel my ven- 
geanee, and must expire under my wrath before your 
eyes, among which I have decreed the lot of your be- 
loved Rachel and her darling son. But would such 
conduct have been according to Godliness ? Surely ‘it 
would not. But why did not Esau execute his wrath . 
on his own son, making him ‘a substitute for Jacob ? 
For two reasons at least. 1st. He had no wrath to exe- 
cute; and 2d, If he had, he could have no provocation 
Against his innocent offspring. : 
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We have a similar example of Godliness in the con. 
duct of Joseph towards his brethren, who for envy sold 
him. Ata moment when every cloud. that could con. 
tribute to the gloominess of the scene whieh surrounded 
these confounded, <elf-condemnec brethren, had con. 
densed to palpable darkness, the face of Joseph, like the 
sun in his majesty, broke through the gloom with a flood 
of mercy, which communicated pardon and forgiveness, 

As Benjamin was but an infant at the time Joseph was 
sold, he could have had no hand in the wickedness of 
his brethren ; it was natural enough therefore for Joseph 
to treat this brother with tenderness, and we are inform- 
ed that ‘the fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck, and 
wept ; and Benjamin wept upon his neck.’’ Here there 
was nothing to prevent the reciprocation of fraternal af. 
fections ; in the bosom of Benjamin no guilty conscience 
gnawed, no unextinguished envy burned. But this was 
not the case with the elder brethren. They felt the 


mighty weight of guilt upon them ; they apprehended 


that the judgments of Heaven had in reality overtaken 
them, and when Joseph declared himself to them, they 
“could not answer him, for they were troubled at his 
presence.”? What could these self-condemned brethren 
expect from Joseph, whom they sold ? What would 
the wisdom of this world award these offenders ?. Now 
was the day of judgment come, now they await the final 
sentence. Hark! hear the melting language of meck 
mercy : ‘“‘And Joseph said unto his brethren, come near 
unto me, I pray you; and they came near, And he 
said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into 
Egypt. Now therefore, be not grieved, nor angry with 
yourselves, that ye sold me hither ; for God did send 
me before you, to preserve life.’ In the place where 1 
is said, “he fell upon his -brother Benjamin’s neck, and 
wept,” it is added, ‘‘Moreover, he kissed all his brethrep, 
and wept upon them.” 

Here we are presented with a godly example, and by 
this example we may learn the doctrine which is accor- 
ding to godliness. In this example we find no wrath, n° 
vengearice, no vindictive justice; no awful penalty 1 
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pe inflicted on some substitute, that the guilty might go 
free. No, nor ean we discover the prudence so much 
studied in our times, to provide against licentiousness 
by keeping people ignorant of the truth. Without the 
least fear of their making a bad use of his mercy, Joseph 
communicated all the soul-animating truths which were 
treasured up in his impartial love ; nor have we any 
reason to believe that this display of grace ever induced 
them to Sin. 

Another very interesting example of godliness is set 
forth in our blessed Saviour’s parable of the prodigal 
son. After having travelled in the road of dissipation 
until he arrived at that ruin and want which are calcula- 
ted to correct the madness and folly of the transgressor, 
and bring him to serious and profitable reflections, this 
profligate youth came to himself, and formed the resolu- 
tion to return to his father ; not however with an expec- 
tation of being received as a son, but with a hope, that 
although he wasno more worthy of this high privilege, 
it might consist with the pleasure of his father to grant 
him the privilege of an hired servant. For this, and for 
nothing more, did this half perished child of want most 
earnestly pray. ‘Trembling with fear, and waiting for 
an answer, What must have been his surprise, when he 
heard the gracious mandate which ordered him to be 
clothed with the best robe, with shoes on his feet, and 
his father’$.ring on his hand ; which directed the prepa- 
rations of festivity and joy which welcomed his return 
to the mansion of peace and plenty. 

This example of godliness was designed by the Sa- 
vlour to justify his own conduct in receiving sinners and 
eating with them, and may safely be relied cn as exhib- 
iting correct sentiments in the doctrine which is accord- 
ig to Godliness. _The elder brother of the returned 
prodigal, it is true, found fault with his father’s mercy 
shown to the unworthy, but the father justified himself 
and said, “It was meet that we should make merry and 
be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again ; 
Was lost, and is:found.” at eg 

The doctrine taught by this and-theformer examples 
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is as free from any mystery as it is contrary to the doc. 
trines and commandments of men, While the way of 
life and salvation is represented by the wisdom of this 
world as involving the absurdities of an infinite penalty 
and vicarious punishment, vindictive justice and eternal 
wrath, partia: goodness in an infinite being, and the infi- 
nite sin of a finite being, the scriptures furnish us with 
multiplied examples and testimonies all going to prove 
and enforce the propriety and necessity of the forgive. 
ness of sins, without giving the least countenance to the 
extravagant doctrine of divine penalty and vicarious suf- 
ferings. 

If the father of the prodigal had subjected his son to 
the penalty of a most cruel death, but had covenanted 
with his elder son, (who said he had never transgressed 
his father’s commands) to suffer this penalty in room and 
stead of the disobedient, the case would then afford some 
support to the doctrine so much celebrated in the Chris- 
tian church, of Jesus being punrsHep for the sins of 
mankind. 

To the foregoing examples we may add some of the 
divine requirements which are binding on us as Chris- 
tians. ‘I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them that despitefully use you, and persecute you.” 
It seems proper to remark, that while this divine injunc- 
tion strictly forbids the exercise of wrath towards an en- 
emy, and while it suggests nothing concerning our re- 
quiring the innocent to suffer any peNaxry for the guil- 
ty, whereby we may be justified in doing good to them 
that hate us, it is enjoined upon us that we may be the 
children of our Father who is in heaven, Is this re 
quirement according to godliness ? If so, its doctrine 1s 
likewise according to godliness. We are here taught, 
that God Joves his enemies, that he blesses them who 
curse him, that he does good to them that hate him, and 
is ready to answer prayers for those who are spiteful a- 
gainst him, and who persecute his servants. St. Peter 
was desirous to know of his divine master, how far 1t was 
proper to extend this duty of forgiveness. He therefore 
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asked Jesus as follows : ‘Lord, how oft shall my bro- 
ther sin against me, and I forgive him ? till seven times ? 
Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, until seven 
times, but until seventy times seven.” is ie 

Here is another injunction according to godliness, and 
is, by no means, uniruitful in doctrine. Let us com- 
pare the doctrine of our blessed Saviour, clearly commu- 
nicated in the above injunction, with that mysterious no- 
tion of our Christian Doctors, that the one single offence 
of Adam involved him and all mankind in a penalty of 
endless misery. Would it not be difficult to find two 
sentiments more opposed to each other, than the two 
here compared? According to the doctrine of Jesus, 
Adam might have been forgiven seventy times seven of- 
fences, Without violating the true principles of godliness. 
But, without a substitute to suffer an infinite penalty, 
our doctors have supposed that God could not forgive 
even one sin! not considering that this penal suffering 
refutes the forgiveness of sins, and denies the doctrine 
of divine mercy. 

The following direction, given by St. Paul, is evident- 
ly according to godliness. ‘Let all bitterness, and 
wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put 
away from you, with all malice ; and be ye kind one to 
another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 

Here we are directed not only to put away every tem- 
per which is contrary to the spirit of love, but. also to 
forgive one another even as. God for Christ’s sake hath 
forgiven us. That we may comply with this requisition, 
itis necessary to understand the principles of the rule 
lid down, for we are to forgive as God forgives. If our 
heavenly Father could not, consistently with godliness, 
forgive our sins, until they were penally answered for by 
our substitute, then if our brother sin against us, we 
may not forgive until revenge hath been taken on a sub- 
stitute... Surely if this doctrine of vicarious suffering be 
according to godliness, it is as much our duty at least 
o practise it, as to believe it. But such a practice would 
be unjust, unmerciful, inhuman, and therefore ungodly. 
D 








































ee 


¥ 5 some ee 2 





218 Doctrine aecording to Godliness. 


Will any ask, what is meant by God’s forgiving us 
for Christ’s sake ? Answer—In scripture language, 
Christ is God’s covenant containing all his promises ; 
therefore, agreeably to his covenant, and in fulfilment of 
his promises, he forgives our sins. 

‘But this shall be the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel : after those days, saith the Lord, | 
will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts ; and will be their God, and they shall be my peo. 
ple. And they shall teach no moreevery man his neigh. 
bour, and every man his brother, saying, know the 
Lord ; for they shall all know me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord ; for I will for- 
give their iniquity, and I will remember their sins no 
more.”’ This plain statement of the covenant of God, 
made by his servant Jeremiah, gives no intimation that 
God was going to punish the innocent in room of the 
guilty, before he forgave their iniquities. 


The words of Jesus to those who opposed him, are 
direct to the argument under consideration. ‘‘But if ye 
had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not 
sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless.” 


How very different from this, is that doctrine which 
teaches, that before God could have mercy, he was un- 
der the necessity of condeming to indescribable torment, 
the innocent Jesus! And yet our Christian doctors have 
laid this doctrine of condemning the innocent and clear- 
ing the guilty thereby, as the foundation of the chris- 
tian hope. ‘They have carried this idea to the extrava- 
ere of supposing, that on account of the sufferings of 

esus, God was reconciled to the sinner ; not considering 
that the death of Jesus for man was designed to recom- 
mend the love of God, wherewith he loved us, while we 
were yet enemies. 


But in room of affording any foundation for oar hope, 
this doctrine presents no principle on which hope can 
rest. For surely, a Being who could satisfy his vindic- 
tive wrath by inflicting indescribable punishment, or r4- 
ther torture, on one in whom there was no guile, i8 not 
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a being in whom hope can find a resting place for the 
sole of her foot. | 

This doctrine, wholly of human. contrivance, which 
would lead us to expect the favor of God through the 
medium of the penal sufferings of the innocent Jesus, 1s 
partly, at least, founded on the mistaken notion that man 
deserves an endless unmerciful punishment for his sins ; 
when the fact is, God has never threatened his. creature 
with any punishment which is not designed for his ben- 
(fit, to reclaim, bring to repentance and reconciliation. 
Nor is it conceivable, how an infinitely wise and good 
being, who is justly styled our Father who is in heaven, 
could award any punishment to his disobedient offspring, 
which was not designed for the benefit of such as should 
be exercised by it. ‘The punishment with which an 
earthly father threatens his child, is designed to promote 
the same objects for which his benign precepts afe en- 
joined; and all such punishment is fatherly correction, 
to which the child has the same natural right, as to any 
thing which he has a right to expect from his parent. So 
far, therefore, from its being a favor to the disobedient, 
not to be punished according to their works of demerit, 
it would be robbing the offspring of God of an essential 
part of their paternal inheritance. 

From these evident considerations, it is plainly seen, 
that mankind, in his most sinful and alienated state, never 
stood in need of a Saviour to save him from the just and 
necessary chastisement which sin required. 

It isa mistake of such serious magnitude, that too 
much pains and labor cannot be devoted to the correc- 
tion of it ; it isa mistake out of which innumerable er. 
rors have arisen, and from which the most disagreeable 
consequences have been produced ; I mean the error in 
doctrine, which supposes that God sent his son into our 
world to suffer the punishment of our sins, to appease 
his wrath towards us, and to exempt us from receiving 
the due rewards of our iniquities, — 

This ever-blessed son of the highest, which christians 
have supposed was sent of God to take upon himself the 
punishment which they deserved to endure, has caused 
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to be left on nearly every page of the new testament, his 
positive declarations, that he would reward every man 
according to his works. Not only did he, with all the 
authority of his divine mission, advertise the Jews that 
their wickedness would be visited upon them immedi. 
ately, but he constantly warned his own disciples of his 
fixed purpose in dealing with them according to their 
faithfulness or unfaithfulness in his cause. W hat is here 
observed is too evident to need a mene quotation ; its 
truth will be acceded to by every reader. How then 
shall we support the notion that Jesus came to suffer the 
punishments due to our sins, that we might not suffer 
them ? 

That glorious doctrine which is according to godliness, 
teaches us that Jesus came to save us from sins; it 
teaches us. to. deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, to live 
soberly, righteously and godly in this world. This doc. 
trine teaches us to love our’enemies as God loved us, 
while we were enemies to him, to do good to our ene. 
mies, as he has always done good to us, and always will, 
notwithstanding we have disobeyed his wise, his kind, 
his fatherly. requirements. 
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But the hour cometh, and vow is, when the true worshippers: shall 
worship the Father in spirit. and truth; for the Father seeketh 
such to worship him. 


IN addition to the natural propriety and moral impor- 
tance of these words, they arrest our attention with the 
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high authority of “‘a teacher sent from God.” They are 
calculated to develope to our minds the interesting fact, 
that the gospel dispensation has regard to religious prac- 
tice, as well as to rational.and consistent theory. The 
text certainly indicates, that in lon as we under- 
stand and realize the latter, we shall more sincerely adopt 
and more tenaciously adhere to the former. It is impos- 
sible for men to worship God according to his require- 
ments, without some degree of knowledge of his nature, 
will and perfections. ‘The knowledge which. we need, 
to qualify. us for the sublime service of our Maker, is 
conveyed to us through the medium ofchristianity. The 
“true light’ of the gospel shews us at once our duty, 
with its grounds, its objects and its rewards. 

The occasion, which has convened this respectable 
assembly, will assist in the illustration of the text, while 
it justifies its appropriateness. and impresses.its applica- 
tion. We have not assembled for an ostentatious dis- 
play of unmeaning rites or insignificant ceremonies. Re- 
ligion, the bond of relationship between God and man, 
is alla sacred reality. If outward performances are re- 
quired, they are only useful, as they describe the inward 
nature and spirituality of heavenly things. We meet to 
rejoice with our christian brethren in the erection and 
completion of this house, specially designed for the wor. 
ship of Him ‘who dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands.’? We meet to assist them in the public expres- 
sion of the objects contemplated, in setting apart a house 
to the service of the “Most High.” ‘The occasion war- 
rants every well intended effort to describe true worship. 
Its sacred characteristics are before us, in the text. And 
if there were a remaining doubt, on the mind of a single 
individual, here present, as to the most appropriate place, 
time or manner of worshipping the Father, the passage 
we have read, andthe connexion in which it stands, 
Would silence such doubt. No particular places are 
pointed out, ‘‘neither at Jerusalem nor in this mountain ;’’ 
ne special regard is had to ‘‘times and seasons ;”? but 
they that worship the Father shall worship in spirit and 
in truth, for the Father seeketh such to worship him.’’ 
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In managing this subject, with reference to the sulem. 
nities of this dedication, and with due regard to general 
improvement, we shall, 

First. Shew that the duty and privilege of worship. 
ping “the Father,” is more plainly and clearly pointed 
out, under the gospel, than under any preceding dispen- 
sation. 

Secondly. Mention some of the essential requirements 
of true worship. 

Thirdly. Offer some reasons, why ‘the Father seek. 
eth such to worship him, as worship him in spirit and ia 
truth.” 

First. The article, which is now to engage our special 
attention, is founded on those words of the text, which 
designate a particular period, when the worship of God 
should become.more pure and simple than it had been 
before, **The hour cometh, and now js ;”’ that is, the 

iod has already commenced, ‘when the true worship- 
pers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.”— 
This interesting declaration was made, in reply to a sug- 
eestion of the Samaritan woman, with whom our Saviour 
was conversing, at Jacob’s well. ‘“‘OQur fathers worship- 

in this mountain,” that is, in Mount Gerizim, ‘and 
ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought ta 
worship.””? Here we cannot but remark, how exceed- 
ingly natural it is, fer persons who possess strong preju- 
dices, to suppose that others possess them likewise. 
This woman could not believe, but the person with 
whom she conversed, was as much attached to Jerusa- 
dem, asa place of worship, as she and her own_ people 
were to their favorite mountain. We may also observe, 
that the great truth of the gospel is calculated to remove 
alt narrow habits of thinking, to destroy local prejudices, 
and absorb the conflicting interests of individuals, in the 
general interest and enlarged felicity of man. __ Had our 
Saviour argued for the peculiar sanctity of Jerusalem, 
preference to the mountain where the Samaritans wor- 
shipped, it would probably have produced no favorable 
views of him, in the mind of this woman. Had he ad- 
mitted the superior claims of Mount Gerizim, as a place 
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gppointed for religious devotion ;_ the concession, so un- 
like the opinions of other Jews, would have only excited 
surprise and suspicion. Indeed, the answer given on 
this occasion, was the only one worthy..of him who gave 
it, ‘The hour cometh, when ye shalk neither in this 
mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship. the Father.’’ 
The opposing opinions and prejudices, which then pre- 
vailed, were, by this answer, properly exposed, without 
partiality or respect to one more than another... The gos- 
pel of truth removes every thing which is contrary to its 
own nature. 5 

But in pursuance of our main design, we may ask, 
was not “Jerusalem the place where men ought to wor- 
ship 2??? Were not the Jews directed to visit the sacred 
city, and within its consecrated walls perform the many 
rites, and engage in the several solemnities prescribed in 
the Mosaic code? These questions receive their only 
proper answer, in the language of inspired truth. ‘‘The 
law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the 
very image of the things, can never with those: sacrifices 
which they offered year by year continually, make the 
comers thereunto perfect.. The ‘‘priesthood”’ was. after- 
wards to be “‘changed,”? and this makes a ‘‘necessity of 
a change also of the law,”? . “There is verily: a disannul- 
ling of the commandment going before, for the weakness 
and unprofitableness of it.””. Moses and -Christ have 
each their appointed stations in the churehof God. The 
first ‘‘was faithful over a few things,”’and ‘‘as.aservant’” 
in the family of God, executed his office according to di- 
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vinecommand. But ‘Christ being come, a high priest, 


of good things to come, is counted worthy of more glory 
than Moses, inasmuch as he who. buildeth the house 
hath more honor than the house. He hath obtained a 
more excellent ministry, by how muchalso he is the me- 
diator of a better covenant, which was estabiished . upon 
better promises.”? By the same ‘‘oath”? by which Jesus 
Was constituted “a priest, forever, after the order of Mel- 
chizedec,”? same better things were reserved for us, in 
the “bringing in of that better hope, by which we draw 
nigh to God.” 
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From the collected evidence which has been adduced 
we infer, that the manifestations of truth have always 
been gradual and progressive. It is also natural to con- 
clude, that our duty and privileges, our obligation and 
interest, will be better explained and more forc ibly urged 
under every improving dispensation. It is no dispar- 
agement of the ritual law, to say, that the gospel exceeds 
it in glory. The substance always exceeds the shadow. 
The thing signified is superior to the sig. Hence the 
apostle reasons, with reference to the comparative glories 
of the two dispensations, the law and the gospel ; ‘for 
even that which was made glorious, had no glory in this 
respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth ; for if that 
which is done away was glorious, much move that 
which remaineth is glorious.”” The lights which men 
enjoyed under the law, were of use during that dark pe- 
riod, as lamps are serviceable during the absence of the 
sun ; but as the splendour of heaven’s luminary eclipses 
all artificial lights, so the ‘rising of the Sun of righteous- 
ness,”’ and the effulgence which he sheds, as he progres- 
ses in that path, wherein “he shineth brighter and brigh- 
ter,”’ extinguishes the inferior glory of the preceding 
economy. ‘The purity of christianity, and the worship 
which it prescribes, depend wholly upon internal prin- 
ciples and affections. All of religion, as recommended 
in the gospel, is a concern in which the whole heart must 
be engaged. ‘God requireth not burnt offerings nor 
sacrifices, neither thousands of rams, nor ten thousands 
of rivers of oil.”” - The pure, the simple requisition 1s, 
“Myson, give me thy heart.” ‘The voluntary surren- 
der of the will and affections, is more “pleasing to the 
Lord, than an ox or bullock, that hath horns and hoofs.” 
No deadublations are required at the altar of christiani- 
ty: Our “bodies are to be presented, a living sacrifice, 
holy and’acceptable to God, as a reasonable service.” 
Witha disposition to comply with this duty, to which 
we are “besough: by the mercies of God,” the ‘humble 
and contrite spirit” becomes associated with the Deity. 
It maintains ‘communion with the Father, and with his 
Son Jesus Christ.” In this sacred fellowship, the chris- 
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gan worshipper realizes his exalted station. He needs 
not the external evidences of the Divine presence, as 
were requisite in the first dispensation and in the first 
temple. But “worshipping the Father in spirit and in 
truth,” he experiences that ‘the is raised up, and made 
tositin heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”? Neither the 
ark of Moses, nor the temple of Solomon, possessed the 
sublime character which belongs to the ‘‘living temple 
of the Holy Spirit.”” ‘The glory of the: latter house ex- 
ceeds the glory ofthe former. In this place, indeed, the 
Lord giveth peace to rule in the heart, the peace of God, 
that passeth understanding. | Who can forbear to ex- 
claim with ‘the sweet singer of Israel,’ ‘‘How amiable 
are thy tabernacles, O Lord God of Hosts!” or with 
. the christian poet, | 
“ Here would I find a settled rese, 
While others go and come ; 
No more a stranger or a guest, 
But like a child at home.” 

Secondly. We are led by the foregoing observatio 
to point out some of the essential requirements of true 
worship. 

Every duty that a man performs, and every privilege 
which he enjoys, require a state of mind corresponding 
to the nature of the duty, and to the extent of the privi- 
lege. Christian worship requires many things, as neces- 
sary to its character, which are either expressed or im- 
plied in the holy scriptures, and specially enjoined by 
the great “‘author and finisher of our faith.” We have 
time to mention but a few of them, and they will be con- 
sidered with all the brevity that the nature of the subject 
will admit. : 

1. Itis necessary to the true worship of God, that the 
Worshipper should have some degree of knowledge of 
hischaracter. It may, at first, appear strange that we 
should eontend for so plaina truth, as the one just stated. 
It ought to be observed, however, that much apparent 
homage is often paid to a supposed object of worship, 
attended to with great zeal ; and yet the worshipper is ig- 
Norant of the being he adores. In stating this, we pre- 
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sent no new fact. Our Saviour said to the Samaritan 
woman, ‘“Ye worship, ye know not what.”” Tenorance 
has sometimes been said, by some religionists, to be the 
parent of devotion. If this be true, it must be a blind 
devotion ; and the zeal with which such devotion is per. 
formed, is that whichis denominated ‘a zeal of God, but 
not according to knowledge.” In short, this kind of wor. 
ship, if not the parent or child of superstition, is neverthe- 
less, nearly allied to it. Hence St. Paul, in his address to 
the people of Athens, adverting to their improper forms 
of worship, says, ‘I perceive that in all things, ye are 
too superstitious ; for as I passed by and beheld your de. 
votions, I found an altar, with this inscription : ro rH 
uyknwown Gop. Whon, therefore, ye ignorantly wor- 
ship.”? It is also worthy of observation, as it will go in 
support of our proposition, that after the Apostle had so 
very justly reprehended the Athenians for their idolatrous 
superstition, he proceeded to point out the character of 
“the only living and true God :” “Him,” says he, “I 
declare unto you.” He adverts to his power as exhibit- 
ed in the creation, “God that made the world and all 
therein ;”” he notices. his universal dominion ; ‘‘seeing 
he is Lord of heaven and earth ;”” he proves that the 
great object of worship is not restricted to particular 
places ; “he dwelleth not in temples made with hands ;” 
he demonstrates the infinite fulness of his nature, and 
that he “‘is not worshipped by men’s hands, as though he 
needed any thing, seeing he giveth to ail life, and breath, 
and all things :”’ and finally, Paul exhibits a most mo- 
mentous truth, which certainly composes no small part 
of the foundation of true worship, which is, the endear- 
ing relation in which we stand, to the author of our €x- 
istence ; ‘‘and hath made of one blood all nations of men 
to dwell on all the face of the earth ; for in him we live, 
move, and have our being ; as certain also of your ow 
poets have said, For we are his offspring.”’ Here 1s 4 
broad foundation laid, for the worship of the Father; 
but it is laid in knowledge ; the understanding is infor 
med of the natural and moral attributes of the Deity, 4 
an essential pre-requisite of acceptable homage. To this 
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we may add, that the christian worshipper must consider 
God as the supreme first cause ; and as such,, he must 
not suppose him subject to be acted upon, or influenced, 
by human services. ‘‘We ought not to think, that the 
Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by 
art and man’s device.” ae : 

2. Itis further necessary to the worship of God ‘in 
spirit and in truth,” that we have some knowledge of his 
purposes and design in our creation.. , If it be admitted 
that the Deity acts with a design in all that be performs, 
and we see not how this can be centroverted ; and if he 
has been pleased to make any revelation of his will to 
mankind, then it will follow, that a knowledge of this 
will must increase the obligation to fear, love and glorify 
our Father in Heaven. It will likewise extend the pri- 
viege, and enlarge the moral pleasures of this, service, 
For, if the knowledge of the power and wisdom of the 
Almighty, as displayed in the visible system, produces 
adoration and awe, in the minds of heathens ; certainly 
the obligation of the christian is increased, by his more 
ample views of the eternal love of his Creator, exhibited 
inhis design of grace, in the gospel of Jesus Christ.. Our 
views of the operations of Divine power may amaze and 
terrify us, But grace throws a mild radjance over all 
the works of God, and naturally produces love, whieh 
“casteth out fear ;”? and love purifies and, exalts our 
worship. Degrading servility and superstitious terror 
are expelled from the heart, where divine ‘love is shed 
abroad, by the Holy Spirit.” Who can read these sa- 
cred declarations, and not become inclined to adore the 
3eing who hath made them? ‘Having made known 
unto us the mystery of his will, according to his 
pleasure, which he had purposed in himself ; that in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times, he might gather to- 
gether in one, all things in Christ, both which are in hea- 
ven and which are on earth, even in him.” This is the 
developement of that “mystery, which the Angels desire 
to pry into ;”? and the “‘graee, mercy and peace” that are 
here exhibited, furnish new themes of joy to. the ‘‘gen- 
eral assembly and church of the first-born, whose names 
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are writteri in heaven.”” When “the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the root of David, prevails to open the book, and 
loose the seven seals thereof, the four beasts and the four 
and twenty elders fall down befcre the Lamb, having 
every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, 
which are the prayers of the saints ; and they sing a new 
song,” The complete exhibition of the will of God, in 
the exaltation of his creatures to “immortality and eter. 
nal life,” will perfect the joy and the worship of the Uni. 
verse.. **And every creature which is in heaven, and on 
the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, 
and all that are inthem, heard I, saying, blessing, and 
honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, forever and ever.” 

3. The true worship ofthe Father’’ requires the hum- 
ble engagedness of the heart. Ifthe business of devo- 
tion were a matter of mere ostentation, it would be of 
little consequence where the heart wandered, during the 
performance of the external act. And as to humility, it 
would be out of the question ; for nothing could be 
more natural, than that exercises, which are solely inten- 
ded for the exhibition of human pride, should keep pride 
in employ, while such exercises lasted. Christian wor- 
ship disclaims both the one and the other. The great 
objection to the worship of the ancient Jews, was on ac- 
count of their unengagedness of heart and spiritual pride, 
in the services of their sanctuary. For these reasons, 
they were addressed in this reprehensive style: “Bring 
no more vain oblations ; incense is an abomination unto 
me.”? Their real situation is accurately described in 
these words : “this people draweth nigh to me with their 
mouth, and honoreth me with their lips, but their heart 
is far from me.” Their pride is thus depicted, by the 
pencil of truth; “they say, stand by thyself, and come 
not near to me, for I am holier than thou.” It is easy 
to see, that such dispositions were directly opposed te 
those qualities which true worship possesses. ‘The sa- 
crifices of God are a broken heart and a contrite spirit.” 
Besides, false worshippers have been represented as com- 
plaining of the hardness of the service. ‘*What a wea- 
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riness itis.” The cheerful engagedness of the heart 
would effectually prevent all such complaints. ‘The 
spirit of the Redeemer shuts out this murmuring dispo- 
sition. It enables the worshipper to say, with his Mas- 
ter, “it is my meat and drink to do the will of God.” 
Humility renders every duty satisfactory and pleasant. 
“Take my yoke upon you,” says Jesus, ‘and learn of: 
me, for I am meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls ; for my yoke is easy, and my bur- 
den is light.” | 
Having thus pointed out some of the essential requi- - 
sites of true worship, we proceed to show, Thirdly, the 
reasons why “the Father seeketh such to worship him, . 
as worship in spirit and truth.” 
The best support of this proposition is derived from 
two considerations, which are often presented in the sa- 
cred scriptures. The one is drawn from the nature of 
God; the other has respect to the condition of man as a 
being susceptible of true felicity. As the moral gover- 
nor of the world, the Deity seeks his own declarative 
glory, in all his administration. The glory of God can 
never be dissociated from the happiness of his creatures. 
Here the two ideas unite, and give their common sup- “aie 
port to the great truth advanced in the text. Za 
That pure devotion, which is called in scripture, ‘the 
beauty of holiness,”’ is alone acceptable to the Most 
High. This is certainly what he seeks, as a requirement 
of the moral justice of his law, as the strongest declara- 
tion of his own honor, and as the supreme felicity of his 
rational offspring. ‘The nearer we approximate to this 
exalted state of mind, in the present life, the more of t | 
heaven we enjoy, and the richer is our antepast of the en- 
tertainments of eternity. We are not at liberty to trifle 
with the word of truth, by any efforts to shew that the 
Father will seek in vain, for worshippers of the character 
here delineated. | Express declarations prove that he 
Will not. The pious Psalmist sang this sentiment, in 
Strains of angelic melody : ‘‘All nations whom thou hast 
made, shall come and worship before thee, and glorify 
thy name. Ali the ends of the earth. shall turn unto the 
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Lord, and all the kindreds) of the nations shall worship 
before him.” This language is neither limited nor con. 
ditional. It involves the great principles on which all 
true worship is founded, while it exhibits the power 
which will finally effect the purpose of God inthe com- 
plete subjugation, and consequent holiness and felicity 
of man. 

Numerous other testimonies might be adduced, if ne- 
cessary, in support of this great truth ; and many of them 
-describe the means by which this glorious event will be 
produced. In an address to the ‘“‘anointed, whom God 
hath set upon his holy hill,” David utters these senti- 
ments: “The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out 
of Zion, rule thou in the midst of thine enemics; thy 
people shall be willing in the day of thy power; in the 
beauty of holiness, from the womb of the morning, thou 
hast the dew of thy youth.”” The haughtiness of the 
heart being reduced, and the obstinacy of the will sub. 
dued, our “God and Father’’ will receive the homage 
and adoration of all the subjects of his moral government. 
The oath of Jehovah will be accomplished, in bringing 
‘every knee to bow, of things in heaven, and things on 
earth, and things under the earth,”’ and in causing ‘‘ev- 
ery tongue to confess that Jesus is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.” 

With these views of the duty, interest and final desti- 
hation of mankind, I most feelingly and affectionately 
congratulate you, my christian brethren, upon the erec- 
tion and completion of this edifice. Though we are 
assured that ‘‘God dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands,” nor is worshipped in any particular place, ex- 
clusively ; yet convenience suggests the expediency of 
places, better adapted than others, to the services of de- 

_votion. The zeal which you have manifested, in the es- 
tablishment of your social state, and in the erection of a 
house for religious services, is truly laudable, as it ap- 
pears to be “‘according to knowledge.”? We trust that 
you will continue the course which you have thus fat 
pursued, till you attain other objects, of great impor- 
tance to your social happiness, Among these, is the ¢s- 
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tablished ministry of the word of life. May the same 

hand, that has helped you to lay the foundation of this 

structure, and “bring forth its head stone with joy,” in 

due time, point you to a ministering servant, of eminent 

giftsand graces, who shall ‘‘feed you with knowledge 

and righteousness.” In your intercourse with your 

brethren, of other denominations, cultivate a charitable 

and candid disposition, ‘“‘endeavoring to keep the unity 

of the spirit in the bond of peace.”” Be examples of the 

excellency of the christian religion, in your families, and 

in society. Within these walls, may you statedly and’ 
punctually attend the worship of “the Father.” Here, 

may venerable age adore the Almighty, while leaning 

upon the staff of promise ; here, may youth and man- 

hood employ their noblest powers in the services of de- 

votion, and tender infancy learn to chaunt “hosannas to 

the Son of David.” May every act of social duty in- 

crease your ‘faith and love,” till you shall arise from 
earth to heaven, and there unite in the “song of Moses 
and the Lamb.” 

This christian audience, generally, will accept the tri- 
bute of our united feelings, our gratitude and our pray- 
ers. ‘The religion of the gospel teaches us to consider 
all men as our brethren in Christ Jesus. It instructs us 
to take an interest in the present and future happiness of 
all. We rejoice in believing that you are fellow heirs 
with us of the eternal inheritance. Whatever different 
views we may entertain, however diverse our opinions, 
we cannot relinquish this ‘unspeakable joy.” Under 
this consideration, we thank you for your attendance on 
these selemnities, and the candid regard you have mani- 
fested to the words which have been spoken. We pray 


that you may profit by this occasion. In the ed - 





ment of this Society, and the erection of this Hous 
have a practical lesson on the nature of that liberality 
thought and free exercise of opinion, which are the inali- 
enable privileges of rational beings, and are recognized 
our constitutions of government. May you and this 
dear people ever cultivate and exercise together that 
“charity, which is the bond of perfectness,” As fellow 
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citizens, as neighbours and as christians, let the spirit af 
friendship and brotherly love bind yeu to each other; 
‘and finally, may you all associate in that better world, 
where the darkness that now rests upon the humai mind 
shall be forever dissipated, where we shall ‘‘see eye to 
eye, and God be all in all.” 

And now, as the disciples of Jesus Christ, and in hig 
name, we solemnly Dedicate this House, to the future 
service of Him, who “secketh such to worship him, 
as worship in spirit and in truth.” We dedicate this 
Pulpit, to the public declaration of the word of truth, 
the gospel of our salvation; and these Seats and 
Galleries, to the use of devout and humble worship- 

s. From this Desk, may ‘*peace on earth and 
goed will to men” be ever powerfully proclaimed. 
_In this house may glory dwell, and virtue ad religion 
be promoted. ‘Arise, O Lord, into thy rest, thou and 
theark of thy strength. Bless abundantly the provisions 
of Zion, and satisfy her poor with bread. Clothe her 
priests with salvation ; and let her saints shoud aloud for 


joy.” AMEN. 
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ACTS, xx. 24. 
Neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy : aod the ministry which I have received of the: 
Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the Grace of God. 


My Christian Auditors, | 
_ © Tue holy religion we profess, is from heavén—is 
a revelation of God’s infinite love; and its object is the 
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reformation and eternal salvation of sinners. Its author- 
ity is divine, and the mode of its publication wise and 
satisfactory. The voice which first announced it, was 
not that of thunder and terror, heard from Mount Sinai, 


which the congregation of Israel could not hear and live, 


and which compelled their illustrious law-giver to say, 
I exceedingly fear and tremble ; but it was the mild 
voice of the Son of God, that gave life to them that heard 
it, which first proclaimed the glad tidings from the 
throne of heaven. 

it is attested by numerous, surprising and undispue 
ted miracles: not the miracles of appalling judgment, 
which suddenly spread desolation, death and mourning, 
through the devoted land of Egypt; but the miracles of 
mercy, grace and salvation, which filled the cities and 
villages of Judea with rejoicing. 

The doctrine of revelation is addressed to the common 
sense of mankind ; and though sometimes above, is 
never opposed to the dictates of enlightened reason. Its 
gifts are accommodated to the relief of the real wants 
and sufferings of the human race, and its provisions and 
institutions are suited to the final restitution of all intel- 
ligences to holiness and happiness. 

Our blessed Lord, the divine author of this Gospel, 
having finished the work of man’s redemption, and con- 
quered the powers of death, ordained an apostolick min- 
istry, to remain in the world to the end of time, solemn- 
ly testifying, and faithfully ministering the things of his 
kingdom, to every creature. 

Of this sacred ministry was St. Paul, the eminent A- 
postle to the Gentiles, and the inspired author of our 
text, who devoted his life to testify the Gospel of the 
Grace of God’; that he might finish with joy the minis- 
terial course which he had received of the Lord Jesus. 

I provose here to notice, 

I, The wisdom and goodness of God, in the estab- 

lishment of the ministry of the New Testament, 

Ii. The object and duties of a Gospel Minister ; and 


Hl. The joy resulting from a faithful discharge of 


those duties, both to him and his people. 
}* 
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From the general voice of scripture, it is plain, that 
from the beginning, it hath been the grand purpose of 
Deity to restore mankind to the true knowledge and wor. 
ship of himself, by the mediation of his son Jesus Christ. 
To give the first ages of the world the earliest informa. 
tion of the coming and salvation of the Messiah, God in. 
spired the Patriarchs and the Prophets to speak of his 
approaching advent, and the glory that should follow ; 
and for the instruction of later times, he hath sent cho. 
sen men to preach Jesus Christ and him crucified, for 
salvation to the ends of the earth. 

Thus instituted ministers of Jesus, and by him fur. 
nished with rare and miraculous gifts, they left all, dis- 
engaged themselves from tl:e cares and concerns of ‘he 
world, and gave themselves, wholly, to reading, medita. 
tion, prayer and preaching ; they dwelt 1n soeiety with 
their hearers, as brothers, and lived upon their bounty. 
Could a wiser method than this have been adopted, even 
by infinite wisdom, for the instruction of the world in 
the principles, temper, habits and manners of Chrisi 
Jesus the Lord? We venture to say, no. A religion, 
contained in Books, consisting of predictions and their 
fulfilment—of the history of the birth, life, preaching, 
doctrine, miracles, sufferings, death, resurrection and as- 
cension of its aathor—and of Ipistles of later date, cx- 
planatory of prophecies and histories, originally written 
in different languages, and at distant and remote periods 
of time, and also declaring the views, feelings, habits 
and customs of its primitive disciples, could not, in ais) 
other way, have been so effectually preserved, taught and 
defended, as by this ministry. By his personal interest 
in its prosperity, and his leisure from the concerns of the 
world, the Preacher will have both opportunity and dis- 
position to assert and maintain its antiquity and divinity ; 
to explain its history, commands and promises ; anil to 
collect and arrange, both its internal and external evi- 
dences, for the conviction of its gainsayers, and the ed!- 
fication of its friends. His intimate acquaintance with 
his hearers, with whom he lives in society, as with equals 
and brothers, while it creates mutual sympathy and 
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love, will soften reverence into respect, and ele. 
yate good-will to sincere affection andresteem. —_ It will 
iso afford him the opportunity of knowing the virtues,, 
errors and prejudices—the temptations, trials and afflic- 
tions of his hearers, that he may the better adapt. his in- 
sruction, comfort, or réproof, to eyery case. © His asso- 
siating with his people, will further give him the pecu- 
liar privilege of adding to the power of precept and ex- 
hortation, the commanding influence of example, by 
personally living among them tae life of the Son of God, 
Had this ministry been composed of men, not appointed, 
consecrated, and set apart by divine direction to its sol- 
emn services, It would soon have sunk into contempt. 
Had it consisted of messengers of a superior order and 
dignity, then obedience to its injunctions would have 
been more from the fear and dread of its ministers, and 
its sanctions, than from a rational conviction of dts truth, 
or the sincere love of its principles and. duties. 

Ii the minister of Jesus had been clothed with civil 
power, he would have excited jealousy and envy ; if 
without authority from heaven, he would have been 
despised and neglected. Were he less dependent 
oi his hearers, he would feel less sympathy and love for 
them; and if less acquainted, he could not be useful to 
them, aS an instructor. 

For these reasens, we cannot but admire the wisdom 
and goodness of God, in the establishment of the Gospel! 
ministry in the midst of us, for our edification, comfort 
and salvation. 

The object and duties of a Gospel Minister, next 
claim attention. 

With what sentiments, with what objects in view, 
_ does the faithful minister of Christ enter upon the duties 
Or his sacred profession? Answer, with a constant and 
tuling desire that he may sustain the office with honour, 
ind finish the important duties thereof, to the approba- 
tion of God, the benefit of his people, and the joy. of his 
Own heart. But to be more particular: I may venture 
‘0 say, it was never the object of a good minister of Je- 
‘US to fleece ‘his flock, and rob them of their riches, that 
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he might enjoy the luxuries of affluence, and possess 
himself of the distinctions of worldly wealth. i some 
persons,'nfluenced by a calm and easy temper, have come 
into the vineyard of the Lord, merely to shun the pers 
plexities of worldiy business, atid escape the troubles in- 
cident to other professions ; yet this has not been the 
case with the servants of Christ, who at first forsook 
their ease, and left all, to preach salvation for the crown 
of martyrdom. Nor dces he arrogantly come into the 
temple of God, with ambitious views, and elevated 
hopes of distinction ; and from the exertion of supposed 
talents, or the display of fancied excellence, anticipate 
not so much the salvation, as the applause of his heareis, 

But ifwe may learn from the records of the New 
Testament, what is the grand object of Christ’s minis. 
ters ; it is to teach the ignorant, reform the vicious, com. 
fort the Afflicted, and to make all men see what is the fel- 
lowship of the mystery of God—bring them to the uvi- 
ty of the faith, and finally present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus, as the seals of their ministry, and crowns of 
rejoicing, in the day of the Lord. 

With this glorious object in view, the servant of the 
Lord commences the highly important duties of his min- 
istry $ the first, and the most important of which, is pub- 
licly to testify the Gospel of the Grace of God. —_ Respec- 
ting this testimony, let two things be carefully observed ; 
first, it must be true and faithful. there must be nothing 
lacking, there must be nothing over. Saith Jesus to his 
disciples, ‘“‘what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upo! 
the house tops.” And _ the scriptures warn us, under 
the most solemn and awiu! denunciations, not to shun 4 
faithful declaration of the whole counsel of God ; nor on 
the other hand, to add one single word to the words of 
revealed truth. Second, This testimony must not be 
withheld from any class, or part of mankind ; but be 
clearly and distinctly given to the whole human race i 
for thus runs the Apostolic commission, ‘‘Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature; 
that is, Go, and earnestly, and solemnly declare, the 
whole scheme of Gospel salvation, to mankind univ¢t- 
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sally ; and zealously and faithfully maintain and defend 
ft, as the truth of God, which must abide forever. 

Having made these observations as to the manner of 
testifying the Gospel, we shall now proceed to the matter 
of the testimony. 

On this subject, our text authorises us to say, that the 
matter, aud the oniy matter which the minister of Christ 
has to testify, is Gospel; that is, Good News ; Glad 
Tidings 5 Gwod news from God ; giad tidings of great 
joy to ail people ; and this gospel, or good news, is the 
giad tidings of grace, that is, of the infinite love and fa- 

vour of God: which, from tie foundation of the world, 
hath been hi! in his own parental bosom ; but is now 
revealed in Christ Jesus, and published to every nation, 
bringing salvation toail men. Surely this is a glorious 
testimony ; well is it emphatically styled good news ; ; it 
is W orthy ¢ of being proclaimed from the Throne of Hea- 
ven, with the trumpet of God! and thrice worthy of be- 
ing ‘earnestly declared by every witness of Jesus, and 
solemnly prenetng from every sacred Desk throughout 
the earth ! 

Brethren, from the manner and the matter of this tes- 
timony, let us proceed to the notice of some authorities 
for both. And iurst, of the truth tobe testified, which is 
“the grace ofGed.”’ For clearly, earnestly and solemn- 
ly asserting and proclaiming the ‘everlasting love of God, 
we have not only the most satisfactory authority, but the 
highest examples. Our heaven-descended Master, and 
Teacher from God, hath taught us to say, ‘God so ioved 
the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have ev- 
crlasting life. Fer God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world ; but that the world through him 
might be saved.” St. Paul, the prince of Apostles, 
hath given us full authority to declare, that God com. 
wendeth his love towards us, in that, while we were yet 
_sinners, Christ died for us. Also the beloved disciple 
St. John, hath said to us, ‘‘Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his son to be 
the propitiation for our sins.’ And “we love him_ be- 
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cause he first loved us.””? We have here three gran 
proofs of God’s love, and at the same time three most 
eminent examples for preaching it. Let the high au- 
thority, and the examples of these pre-eminent ministers: 
of God, embolden us to preach God’s great and everlast- 
ing love to the world; and on this sure foundation, build 
the practical doctrine of repentance toward God. In 
this great good work may heaven send us success. 


Because it is not the wrath of God, (as some have vain- 
ly supposed) but the goodness of God, that leadeth men 
to repentance ; and because ‘God will have all men to 
be saved, and come unto the knowledge of the truth;” 
therefore, on the ground of Jehovah’s infinite love, and 
by the authority of his blessed will, let every minister of 
the sanctuary affection: itely teach, invite and persuade 
men, every where, to re nent and turn to God, as the 

ransomed of the Lord : ‘but let it never be forgotten, 
that repentance can never be successfully preached, till 
after the love of Ged has been; for till men know and 
feel the love of God shed abroad in the heart by the 
knowledge of the truth, they will not, they cannot repent. 
Whosoever will have the fruit, let him first plant the 
vineyard. 

Further, in testifvi ing “the Gospel of the grace of 
God,”’ we have not only the above authority and exam- 
ples for preaching the free, sovereign and universal love 
of God ; but we have equal author ity for preaching the 
fruits of that | love; viz. the salvation of sinners by the 
Messiah; so that we cannot c: mnsistently preach grace 
without preacaing “Chri ist, and him crucified.” Avid 
we cannot eyangelically preach Christ, without preach- 
ing salvation; because “the grace of God bringeth salva- 
tion.”? And again, the coming of Christ, and all that he 
hath done and suffered, are the spontaneous fruits of 
God’s love. Do you here ask by what authority we at- 
tach salvation to grace, and pre ach that salvation through 
Jesus Christ ? This j is our answer. St. Paul testified 
that “‘the grace of God bringeth salvation to all men : 
both Isaiah and St. Paul declare Christ to be “the sal- 
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vation of God to the ends of the earth.” And as they 
did, so it is our duty to do. 

Under this article of preaching Christ for salvation, 
must be published and maintained the Messiahship, Di- 
vinity and Mission of Jesus—his incarnation, or union to 
human nature—his birth, life, doctrine, miracles, suffer- 
ings, death, resurrection, ascension, intercession, and 
second coming for the restitution of all things. Here 
opens a vast field of ministerial duty, but the present op- 
portunity will permit us only to notice a few of those 


particularsin the character of Christ, which are the most, 


intimately connected with our salvation, viz. his Mis. 
sion, Death and Resurrection. 7 

And first, His Mission, what was its object? Answer, 
to save the human race from sinning and suffering. 
This most glorious sentiment is abundantly supported 
by the words of Christ himself, and by the writings of 
his holy apostles. ‘These are Christ’s own words. ‘‘For 
the son of man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost.” **The son of man is not come to destroy 
mer’s lives, but to save them.”? ‘For I camemot to 
judsre the world, but to save the world.”” ‘These pas- 
siges fully prove the obj«ct of his mission to be the sal- 
vation of the world of lost men. We shall only add the 
testimony of the enraptured disciples, who when they 
had found him of whom Moses in the law, and the pro- 
phets did write, exclaimed, ‘‘we have seen him ourselves, 
and do know that this is the Christ, the “Saviour of the 
world.”? As these proofs are full and satisfactory, and 
nothing we can say, will either add clearness or force to 
them, we shall proceed to notice, @ 

Second, His Death. The death of Christ Was a sac- 
rifice made to God forall men. In proof of this we read, 
‘He offered himself without svot to. God ;” ‘*Gave him- 
self a ransom for all,’ and “ by the grace of God tasted 
death for every man.”? Hence we preach Christ, as the 
“Lamb of God slain, who taketh away the sin of the 
world ;”? yea, ‘* the propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world.” From this most interesting article of the Chris- 
tan religion, we pass to mention the Resurrection of Je- 


































































ay Pa 
ot niet ae me 
ee Na ee * 


a 


< tr 
oe we 
a 





240 A Sermon. 


sus, which is confessedly and fully proved by the New 
Testament.. ‘This great event confirms the truth and di.- 
vinity of tiie Christian doc:rine ; and proves the conquest 
of Death, the destruction of sin, and the justification of 
the world: for, as he was delivered for the offences of 
the human race, so he was raised again for their justifi- 
cation. From what has been said, it appears cleatly to 
be the indispensable duty of every christian. minister to 
preach and prove the mission of Christ to save the world, 
his death for their sins, and his resurrection, for their 
justification, to life eternal ; and on these fundamental 
articles of Revelation, found and enforce the doctrine of 
faith in Christ Jesus, as ‘‘the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sin of the world,”’ and the exalted Prince and 
Saviour of men, 

In vain do we urge men to believe in Christ and obey 
the Gospel, if we do net convince them that he is their 
Saviour ; that he died for their sins, and rose again for 
their justification ; and that his grace will give them e- 
ternal life. And when they are convinced, thoroughly 
convinced, cf these truths, they cannot avoid believing, 
for it will be their highest pleasure to follow Christ, and 
obey his word.. Andagain, men cannot be justly cen- 
sured for unbelief, till we have preached Christ to them 
as their Saviour; because, if he be not their Saviour, 
they have nothing to believe. And if he be their Sav- 
iour, and it has not been preached to them, then they 
cannot believe, for the want of evidence. ‘Therefore, to 
testify the truth, is the only method of bringing men to 
believe in Christ ; and until this testimony has been 
faithfully borne by us, we have no right to censure for 
unbelief. 

I have now, my hearers, said what I had to say on 
the Gospel of the grace of God, manifested through Je- 
sus Christ, dead and risen again, for the salvation of the 
world ; and on the authority we have in the Scriptures 
for preaching it with a view to produce repentance to- 
ward God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. And 
now I wish to apply here, what. was said at the begin- 
ning of this article, on the manner of testifying au¢ 
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preaching the gospel. First, that the whole, and noth- 
ing over, must be preached. Second, that it must be 
testified to all without distinction. The justice of these 
remarks will appear, if we consider that preaching less 
or more than the whole truth, is not preaching the truth ; 
and that believing less or more than the whole truth, is 
hutaspurious faith, If it be of noconsequence whether 
the whole truth be preached, or not, then by the same 
rule, it is no matter whether any truth be preached. 
And if it be as well to.add to the truth, as not, then error 
and truth are equally prefitable. But these things are not 
so. ‘The Gospel contains truth enough, and none too 
much, for the glory of God, and the good of men. Sup- 
pose, for instance, grace be preached, but not salvation ; 
this can do the sinner no good : for nothing can benefit 
him, but grace that bringeth salvation, because salva- 
tion is What he needs. And if grace and salvation be 
both preached, but preached conditionally, or uncertain- 
ly, it is the same as though neither were preached, for a 
salvation that may never exist, can be no matter of faith, 
and of course can never produce repentance, obedience, 
comfort or hope. ‘To preach Christ to the sinner, and 
not preach that he died for his sins, and rose for his jus- 
tification, is the same as to preach no Christ ; or at best, 
is like speaking of a good tree, but never giving its 
fruit. And further, as all mankind are sinners, and re- 
quire the same ‘salvation ; so, if it be mot necessary to 
preach salvation to every man, then by the same rule, it 
is not necessary to preach salvation to any man ; for if 
any man may be saved without the preaching of salva- 
tion, then every man may. And if salvation be uncer- 
tain to any sinner, then it is uncertain to every sinner ; 
and if uncertain to every sinner, it is the same as though 
there was no salvation for any sinner. And of course, 
the preaching of limited or conditional salvation, can 
never bring sinners to true repentance toward God, nor 
‘o saving faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, “the saviour of 
all men.”? How highly important is it, then, that the 
Gospel of divine grace and unlimited salvation should be 


solemnly testified, and faithfully preacked to every son 
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and daughter of Adam ; that all may believe in Chrise, 
come to the knowledge of God, aud bé saved with an 
everlasting salvation. 

The preacher of this Gospel is required, while he sets 
an example of affection and love to all mankind, as the 
children of God, and the purchased of his Saviour’s 
blood, to feel, at the same time, a special regard to the 
dear people of his charge, from his particular relation to 
them. From a sense of duty, and to do them good, he 
will associate with them as a friend and father. He will 
rejoice with them in their prosperity, and as readily sym- 
pathise with, and comfort them, in adversity & af_lliction’s 
gloomy hour. He will make every effort, and exert ev- 
ery power, for their temporal and spiritual welfare, by 
promoting in them the growth of every christian grace 
and virtue, and the perfection of every social and moral 
excellence. 

The children, the lambs of his flock, claim his special 
attention, and will receive his timely and affectionate in- 
struction, that early impressions of religion, and strong 
convictions of truth, may have a commanding influence 
upon their maturer feelings, habits and characters ; and 
thus qualify them to fill, with honour and happiness, the 
places now oecupied by the present generation, that in- 
stead of the fathers, the children may rise up to serve 
and glorify God. , 
If these great and important duties be faithfully, dili- 
gently, zealously and perseveringly performed; we are 
sure the minister of Jesus will finish his course with 
Joy ; joy to himself, and joy to his people. . 

This brings us to our third article of discourse, the 
joy resulting froma faithful performance of ministerial 
duty, both to the preacher and the hearers, on which we 
need say but little. The servant of the Lord, who hath 
faithfully accomplished the labours of his ministry, will 
have great reason to rejoice and be happy in the prose 
perity of his people, who have been happy and flourished 
under his care, and grown in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus, by his successful ministration of 
the word of life. It will be no small sgurce of joy t 








243 


him, to reflect on the work of his hands, which he hath 
happily and honorably finished. Surely, it must. give 
him joy inexpregsible, to be able, when life is closing, 
to triumph and exclaim with an apostle, “I have finish- 
ed my course, and kept the faith ; and henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness.” But a- 
bove all, the approbation of his God will give him the 
preatest and the purest joy, whose plaudit will at once 
reward his labour, and welcome him to glory ; saying, 
Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord, and sit with me in the kingdom of 
my Father. ) 

The people, who are blessed with such a ministry, 
will also have muchyoy. They will rejoice in God as 
their Heavenly Father, in Christ as their merciful Sa- 
viour, and in Heaven as theireternal Home. They will 
be joyful in the faith, love and obedience of God’s uni- 
versal grace ; andalso thankfully rejoice in the peace 
and welfare of their children, who have been early train- 
ed to happiness, and faithfully called to virtue and to 

lory. 

, Our subject, thus considered, affords the following 
reflection, with which we shall conclude : 

Every man, who engages in the important work of the 
Gospel Ministry, and takes upon himself the pastoral 
care and charge of 2 Church and People, should no lon- 
ger live to himself ; but. devoting his time, affections 
and talents, live wholly to Christ, his duty, and his peo- ~ 
ple; in whose service he should count no labour hard, 
no sacrifice dear, and no sufferings great : but ever feel 
and say with the author of our text: ‘Neither count I 
my life dear unto myself, so that I may finish my course 
with joy ; and the ministry, which I have received of 


re Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of 
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Address to the Pastor elect : 
REY. AND DEAR SIR, 


With peculiar satisfaction do I receive you as 
one, come to second my feeble efforts to testify the Gos- 
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pel of God’s universal grace in this metropolis. Mose 
sincerely do I felicitate you on the solemn and interest. 
ing connexion you are about to form with this Church 
and People, by being publicly installed their Pastor in 
the Lord, Your lot has been cast you in a pleasant 
vlace, and I trust God has, and ever will give you here 
a goodly heritage. You have the happiness to com. 
mence your ministerial duties here, not only with ma. 
ture and tried talents, and a thorough knowledge of the 
holy scriptures, but to bring with you into the min- 
istry an extensive, gcquaintance with the human charac- 
ter, and ample experience in the duties you are to per- 
form, which are happy presages of your success. J 
need not exhort you to love this people ; this you will 


naturally do, for they have first loved you. On you 


they have placed their hearts, and fixed theireyes. And 
your interesting connexion with them will yet more en- 
dear them to-you. You will share their prosperity, and 
participate their joys, In their youth you will accom- 
pany them to the altar of marriage, and assist them in 
dedicating their tender infants at the altar of Religion. 
You will. bear their wants to the throne of Grace, break 
to them the bread of life, and rejoice their hearts with the 
glad tidings of salvation. In affliction’s sad hour, and 
in the sick chamber, your sympathy will soothe, your 
prayers edify, and your consolations comfort them. 

Now, dear brother, that you and this people may be 
united by mutual esteem and affection, and long be 
happy in the important connexion this day consumma- 
ted ; that God may give you here many souls as seals of 
your ministry, and crowns of rejoicing, and make 1t a§ 
successful to the end, as it is prosperous at the begin- 
ning ; and that you may finish your course with Joy, 
and bave a crown of life in the paradise of God, is the 
fervent and devout prayer of our hearts. 


Address to the Society : 


Berovep BRETHREN—Fermit me, on this occasion, 
most heartily to congratulate you upon the success 
which has attended the establishment of your soci¢tys 
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and the erection of this House for the worship of Al- 
mighty God; and specially on the events of this day, 
which give the crown to your wishes. This day you 
see the man of your choice set apart, consecrated to your 
service, He is your’s, and you are his... And as we are 
confident he will faithfully discharge his duty to you, so 
we are happy to believe you will cheerfully perform 
your’s to him. 

Now, Brethren, we pray God he may be a Jong and 
lasting blessing to you ; that the heavenly doctrine of 
grace, from his lips, may comfort, edify and build you 
up in the most holy faith of the Gospel; and make you 
- meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light. May you ever be united in him, and walk together 
as a band of brothers in one spirit, having one judgment 
in all things. May you ever rejoice in the truth, and 
in the prosperity of Zion, and great be the peace of your 
children after you. 


Fellowship of Churches, to the Pasior and Church. 


My Brotuer—Having from the commencement of 
your ministerial life, enjoyed the esteem and confidence 
of your brethren, and fellow-labourers im the ministry, 
and being’ now about to commence the functions of the 
Pastoral office with this Church and People, we avail 
ourselves of the opportunity hereby offered, to make 
you a renewal of our fellowship as such. Therefore I 
now affectionately present you with this Right Hand, the 
significant token of our confidence, esteem and fellow- 
ship ; which we pray you, Dear Sir; to accept, as the 
pledge of entire confidence in your abilities, and integ- 
rity, for the faithful discharge of the important services 
with which you have been solemnly charged, and the 
assurance of sincere.affection for you as a fellow servant 
in tae vineyard of our common Master. By this we 
promise to rejoice in your prosperity, and to sympathise 
with you in the event of any adversity. For you, and 
the people of your care, shall we offer unceasing prayers, 
and gladly render you every assistance in our power ; 
and we cherish the fond hope of a prompt return. of 
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these kind offices, that these sentiments and feelings may 

_be forever mutual. May you, my Brother, late, very 
late in life, when you have joyfully finished your course, 
done, and well done, your work here below, be called to 
participate the joys of the just made perfect, and rest 
with your Saviour in glory. 


To the Church: 


My Beloved Brethren—Having given to your Pastor 
the Right Hand of Fellowship, we now_extend our 
Christain Fellowship to you as the followers of Christ, 
and joyfully welcome you as a new member of the 
household of the faithful ; having the same precious 
faith with ourselves, the same glorious hope of eternal 
life, and the same ineffable joy in the prospect of the res. 
titution of all things to holiness and happiness. _ Breth- 
ren, we pray that you may walk together in the unity of 
the spirit, dwell inthe bonds of peace, and increase with 
the increase of God. 

Greatly would it have rejoiced the heart of that great 
and good man, under whose ministry you long sat with 
delight, could he have lived to see the transactions of 
this day ; but his work was done, and he is gone to be 
with Christ, which is far better. Yet I may suppose 
his ransomed spirit is now witnessing the solemnities of 
this occasion, and rejoicing in the prosperity of those 
whom he loved, and for your encouragement saying, 
“‘Be faithful unto death, and have a crown of life, that 
you may at last join me in the fellowship of the Church 


triumphant, where we shall never, never more be sepa- 
rated.” AMEN. 


















Delivery of the Scriptures, and Charge: 


BY REY. EDWARD TURNER. 
Rev. Sir and Brother—As those who are called <) speak in the 
name of the Lord Jesus are styled Ambassadors, and as this office 
presupposes a rule by which they are to regulate their conduct, and 
a eode of instructions, to which they should refer for all their autho- 
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rity, in the business of thelr Embassage, it has been deemed proper 
to present a Christian Minister, at his ordination or installation, with 
the written oracles of God, as his only proper guide in ministerial 
duty, and the highest sdurce of his public communications. In pur- 
suance of a practice, so interesting and important, I now present you 
with the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, as com- 
prising and exhibiting the highest duty and greatest interest of man. 
In this Book, we are presented with a faithful and impartial history 
of mavkiod, in the many conditions and circumstances to which the 
human race are subject. We naturally draw an ivference favorable to 
the veracity of the writers of thé Bible, from the modesty with which 
they delineate the virtues of the subjects of their history, & the unre- 
serveduess with which they delineate their errors and their vices. In 
both cases their accounts concur with the experience of the world, and 
render these historical relations instructive, moral and useful. The 
Bible also contains a sufficiently minute account of the dealings of 
divine providence with men, as the subjects of the moral government 
of God, as well as the heirs of the heavenly inheritance. It contains 
a “law, which is holy, just and good ;” a law that enacts suitable re- 
wards for persevering virtue, and denounces proper judgments on 
vice of every kind, proportioned however by infinite benevolence, 
to the nature, degree and circumstances of human criminality aud 
moral turpitude. But this law, with all its denunciations of wrath, is 
the servant of a dispensation that exceeds it in glory, to which it al- 
ways actsin subserviency. Thus a holy co-operation between the 
two dispensations is made manifest ; and while the law is not against 
the promises of God, so neither is the law made void through. the 
preaching of grace. The gospel of grace and truth, which came by 
Jesus Christ, claims a superiority over every other dispensation ; 
aud an apostle has informed us, that as the gospel was first, in point 
of time, no susequent dispensation can make its provisions void. 
Thus, while the law exhibits the divine requirements as concentra- 
ting in the love of God and our neighbor, the gospel unfolds the de- 
sig0 of infinite wisdom, of reducing all intelligent beings to submission 
to its just and holy requisition. The same scriptures describe the. 
feans by which this work will be effected ; and while they inform. 
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us that “to know God, and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent, is life ¢. 
ternal,” they likewise give assurances that “God hath given him pows 
er over all flesh, that he should give eternal life, to as many as he 
had giveu him.” {n this manner, docs the Bible proclaim Jesus, ag 
“the way, the truth and the life.” In the same records, we are fa- 
vored with a sublime representation of the Divine character, in that 
declaration which assures us that “God is Love ;” a character 
which harmonizes all his attributes, justifies all his dealings, and 
makes him the model of our imitation, as he is the life and source of 
our highest enjoyments, for time and eternity. 

And now, as ministerial duties, arising from these views of divine 
revelation, “& charge thee before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom, Preach the word, be instant in season and out of season, re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort, with all long suffering and doctrine.” Preach 
the word, in its genuine simplicity, without those studied ornaments 
with which ignorance has endeavored to heighten the charms of 
truth. Preach it, in its origina! purity ; carefully avoiding to con- 
nect it with the vain traditions of men, or those unintelligible myste- 
ries, that confound human reason, and represent the word of God as 
a collection ofinconsistencies. Preach it with a clearness, worthy 
of its high origin and everlasting importance, and conformably to 
that lucid evidence, by which its great truths are supported. “ Be 
instant in season, and out of season.” In addition to the regular, 
stated periods of worship, you will be ready to address your breth- 
reo, at all other times when circumstances of utility and convenience 
shall indicate the measure. “Repreve, rebuke, and exhort.” 
Should you find occasion for cne or all of these exercises, recollect 
the temper and spirit with which they are to be performed, “ with 
all long suffering and doctrine.” Remember, that the Servant of 
the Lord must not strive, but be gentle towards all men. All re- 
buke, reproof and exhortation, are to be attended with a reference to 
that doctrine, which exhibits our relation to God and to each other. 
You are to beseech men by the mercies of God, and by the meekness 
and gentleness of Christ, that they walk worthy of the vocation, 
wherewith they are called. And as reconciliation to God and his 
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government is the grand object of the gospel, you are to intreat men, 
in Christ’s stead, to be reconciled to God. In your conduct to those 
who oppose the doctrine of Christ, you will follow the form ef sound 
words, and let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, 
that you may know how you ought to answer every man. 


The doctrine of Jesus Christ is spiritual bread. The words that 
he has spoken are “spirit and life.” With these feed the sheep and 
jambs of the flock over which you are placed, administering to all a 
portion, according to their circumstances and capacities. Teach the 
age:i to rejoice in the great salvation, like Simeon, embracing the 
child Jesus, arid to worship like Jacob, leaving on the staff of prom- 
is. Teach the middie aged, both by precept and example, to live 
as becometh the gospel; and instruct little children to utter Hosan- 
nas io the Sou of David. Strengthén and encourage the sick, with 
the sy mpathies of him who bare our sicknesses, and carried our sor- 
rowse Impart heavenly consolations to those who mourn, and draw 
instruction from every visitation of providence. Exhibit the inher- 
itauce, incorruptible, undefiled and uuiading, to the dying, and cheer 
the vale of death with the light of immortality. 


Finally, let the spiritual interests of this People, and of the whole 
Church of God, be the great object of your desires, your exertions 
and your labours. Have an eye to the fiaal approbation of our 
great Master. For this, lay aside every weight. Consider it as a 
crown, worth striving to obtain ; and for this purpose, “so ru, not 
as uncertainly, and so fight, not as those that beat the air. Be 
faithful unto death, and receive the crown of life.” 
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GODLY JEALOUSY. 


Txovcx unfounded and illiberal jealousy is very 


unbecoming the Christian character, if not wholly re- 
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pugnant to it, yeton many occasions, some degree of 
fear, suspicion, or what may be called ‘Godly jealousy,” 
ought to be exercised. When meu appear, on a sud- 
den, unusually zealous in any thing new, and rather op- 
posite to their general habits ; when they seem much en- 
gaged and wonderfully active in what they had before 
been known to condemn; we ought to observe them 
with caution, and in justice to ourselves, avoid too hasty 
a judgment in favor of the purity of their motives. We 
may ask, without breach of christian charity, if it be not 
POSSIBLE, at least, that some sinister design, some igno- 
ble object, may stimulate this action, and give such un- 
common energy to the efforts which we contemplate. 
The world is very apt to be taken with what wears the 
appearance of goodness associated with zeal ; and hence 
much imposition has been practised upon mankind. It 
is no less a duty toendeavor to avoid imposition from 
others, than uncharitableness in ourselves. Our jealousy, 
then, may be influenced in some measure by the follow- 
ing considerations : 


First. It is certain, from scripture history, and the ob- 
servation of men of experience, that the worst designs 
and most iniquitous practices have originated in the so- 
ciety of those who were desirous of being thought, and 
were actually considered the most righteous of men. 
The history of the persecution of our Lord, and his im- 
mediate servants, comes in proof of the above fact. It 


was begun and carried on by such as affected and pro- 
fessed an uncommon share of piety and holiness. The 
“common people” often “heard” Christ ‘gladly.’ 
Publicans and sinners ftocked to his standard; and ex- 
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cept when urged on by their spiritual leaders, seldom or 
never opposed or persecuted the Saviour or his disciples. 
The “spiritual wickedgjess” to which we allude, had a 
different origin ; it proceeded from “high places.” 


Secondly. The fact is equally certain, that when men 
calculate upon a line of conduct inconsistent with truth 
and righteousness, they will most commonly assume the 
mask of virtue, and the garb of religion. ‘The ‘wisdom 
of this world” has long since diseovered the necessity 
of this practice, to ensure any thing like success to the 
many schemes of iniquity that it projects. Without de- 
cention, few of them would succeed at all. Even ‘Sa- 
tan himself is transformed into an angel of light.” 


Thirdly. It is well to reflect, that uncommon zeal is 
no certain argument in favor of a man’s uprightness of 
intention, or the utility ofhis plan. ‘True, indeed, ‘‘it is 
good to be zealously affected, always, in a good thing ;”’ 
but this very expression proves that we may be ‘“‘zeal- 
ously affected” ina bad thing. No men could be more 
zealous than the ancient scribes and pharisees, in endea- 
vouring to make proselytes to their system; ‘for to at- 
tain this object, they ‘‘compassed sea and land ;”? and 
yet they are not approbated by our Saviour, either with 
respect to the good effect of their work, or the cerrect- 
ness of their motives. Their “‘proselyte was a child of 
hell,” and they were “hypocrites,” 
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THE USE OF REASON IN MATTERS 
OF FAITH. 


Iw treating of human reason, as in most other cases, 
men are liable to wide extremes. In regard to the use 
of this faculty in matters of faith, some will assert its al}. 
sufficiency, believing that any other knowledge is useless 





‘than what is, or may be attained by its own unassisted 


light; and of course, that no special revelation from 
heaven has ever been made, because no such was neces: 
sary. Others, again, acknowledge a revelation from 
God, but deny the use and competency. of human rea. 
son to understand or apply the great truths which that 
revelation establishes. However wide these extremes 
may at first appear, yet they naturally meet in one point ; 
and both leave us without any revelation at ail, we might 
say, without any knowledge at all. The truth of this 
may be easily illustrated. | We know that good glasses 
will enable us to discover objects at a much greater dis- 
tance than we can without them. Suppose then, that it 
was proposed to view an object with a telescope, say 
the ring of Saturn, or the satellites of Jpiter. But you 
are told by one, that he has little confidence in the in- 
strument, and on the whole, that he can see as far as he 
wishes with the naked eye, and therefore will not take 
the trouble to employ the glass. Another tells you, that 
as his eye-sight is weak and deceptive, he is determined 
to trust wholly to his telescope, for all his observations, 
Without employing his eyes at all, except in suitable 
sukserviency to the instrument. Certainly, it cannot be 
herd to dctermine, in these cases, that neither of the per- 
sors would behold the objects mentioned ; the one for 
the want of the glass, and the other, because he will not 
use his eyes in looking through it. - And though it may 
be argued, that a man with his eyes open, and yet unas- 
sisted by a glass, can see further than one, with the best 
telescope, with his eyes shut ; still, admitting the exist 
ence of the facts supposed to be discovered by revela- 
tion, (and this isthe ground we take) the man with rea- 
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son without revelation, and the other with revelation. 
without reason, would both be in the same circumstan- 
ces ; neither would be benefitted by the truths which 
revelation proposes. 

Admitting the fact of a special revelation from God, 
it will naturally follow, that, while reason maintains her 
appropriate dominion, and discovers and explains those 
things which come within her own sphere of examina- 
tion, there are other concerns of great moment, which 
revelation alone is competent to develope. It is, in re- 
ality, no disparagement to human reason, to say this, 


any more than it is to the eye, to say, that, unassisted , 


by proper instruments, it cannot see very distant objects. 
We adinire the power of reason to make useful discov- 
eries in philosophy, to range through the sciences, and 
enrich herself from the fields of nature. In these she 
exercises her appropriate functions. We are likewise 
willing to allow, that in these cases revelation is not ne- 
cessary. We have no evidence, that the great discove- 
ries of Sir Isaac Newton were aided by any specia! -om- 
munication from heaven ; or that the nature of the case 
required any such communication; on the contrary, 
that a strong, active and intelligent mind, with a power- 
ful attachment to mathematical pursuits, was all, or near- 
ly all, which was necessary to the adoption of the sys- 
tem which that great man established. 

If our distinction between reason and revelation, is so 
far correct; if we have, with any tolerable accuracy, de- 
fined the offices and powers ofeach; it will be proper 
in the next place, to enquire whether revelation can be 
as useful to mankind, without reason, as reason without 
revelation? In answer to this question, we say, gener- 
ally, that such an inference does not necessarily follow 
from what we have laid down, in the preceding observa- 
tions. But still the question is susceptible of a more 
particular and definite answer. It is sometimes argued, 
that reason has no agency at all in matters of faith ; and 
that, in the momentous concerns of religion, she must be 
content to stoop submissively toa higher authority. We 
take leave here to make these two remarks ; first, the 
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game persons who make the foregoing declaration, wil} 
as readily as others, go into an argument, when it suits 
their occasions. Advance a single sentiment, that oppo- 
ses the dogmas of their system, and even propose such 
sentiment in the express words of the scriptures, and 
they will, at once, attempt to shew that you are in a 
mistake ; and will endeavour to do this by reasoning, 
Secondly. It is proper to observe, that, when a man de- 
nies the agency ofreason in divine things, he is not al- 
ways aware of the tendency of his proposition, nor of the 
difficulty into which it may lead him. The truth is, he will 
not have a single weapon left, with whieh to oppose the 
most ridiculous absurdities, and most abominable errors 
that can be advanced. For, let us suppose him engaged 
in conversation with a rigid Catholic, who gravely as- 
serts the doctrine of transubstantiation, that is, that the 
consecrated wafer, used in the sacrament of the eucha- 
rist, Is REALLY and ESSENTIALLY the body and blood 
ofour Lord. Now what argument is the protestant to 
offer, who denies the office of reason in religion, to con- 
fute the proposition ? The Catholic cites his authority, 
he produces the very words of Christ, “this rs my 
body.’ It will not do to reply that the above doctrine 
is unreasonable, as to say this, will imply that reason 
has investigated it, which will be a virtual denial of the 
position assumed before. It will not do to say, the 
words ‘‘this is my body” are merely figurative ; for this 
would imply, that reason has been employed. to deter- 
mine what is figurative and what is literal. A man so 
circumstanced, could do nothing better than join issue 
with the Papist, confess that the doctrine of transub- 
stantiation Is a sacred mystery, altogether above rea- 
son, and even contrary to it, and ag.ee to receive 
this, or any other doctrine which may be _propo- 
sed, without controversy or investigation, When 
he had done this, he might easily proceed to what 
the adoption of sucha principle naturally leads, and final- 
ly erect the same standard of faith as the aneient father, 
**Credo quia impossibile est,” I believe it, because it 15 
impossible. 
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Perhaps the idea ypcer discussion may assume @ 
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different form, and w be told, that we mzke rea- 
son, after all, to be the standard or rule in matters of 
faith, and impiously strive to bring the word of God to 
bend toits dictates. We have not, however, indica- 
ted any thing of this kind, but on the contrary, have in- 
timated our conscientious belief, that the subjects which 
revelation opens to us, are not discoverable by reason. 
But we have not therefore asserted, that reason has no- 
thing to do in assisting our minds to urderstand and ap- 
ply the great truths of revealed religion. Nor have we 
argued, that because revelation exhibits truths that rea- 

son is incompetent to discover, therefore, those truths, 
when discovered, are conTRARY toreason. Both these 
notions we disavow. We have before proved, that eyes 
are necessary to enable us to discover objects at such a 
dfstance as to require the use of a telescope. And itcer- 
tainly no more follows that the truths which revelation 
presents, are contrary to sound reason, than it does, that 
the use of glasses, by which we see objects at a great 
distance, is directly contrary to the laws of natural op- 
tics. Say then, that the scriptures furnish the only rule 
of faith and practice ; and we shall still be obliged to 
confess, that we must know the use of this rule, before 
we can apply it to any advantage. And here our reason 
performs its office. Otherwise, we fix man, with the 
Bible in his hands, in the situation of an illiterate person, 
into whose hands a mathematician should put a scale 
for the exact admeasurement of all bodies, assuring him 
it is a perfect rule, a just standard, and that while he fol- 
lows it, he will always measure with accuracy ; while 
the man who hears this, understands not one of the lines 
or figures upon the instrument. What benefit is a rule 
or standard in religious concerns, without the free exer- 
cise Of reason in its use and application ? 
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INSTALLATEONS. 


On the 25th of December, 1817, Rev. HOSEA BALLOU was 
installed over the Second Universalist Society in Boston. The intro. 
ductory prayer, discourse and fellowstfip of the Churches, by Rey, 
Pau. Dean; installing prayer, delivery of the scriptures, and charge, 
by Rev. Epwarp Torner, of Charlestown. ‘The solemnitics were 
attended by a numerous assembly. 


At Shirley, Mass. on the Ist day of January last, Rev. JACOB 
WOOD was installed Pastor of the Universalist Society in that 
place. Introductory prayer and sermon by Rev. Epwarn Turner; 
text, 2d°Tim. ii. 15; also the delivery of the scriptures, and charge. 
The iustalling prayer and fellowship of the churches, by Rev. Paut 
Dean. A large congregation attended these exercises. 


——— == MMhhhhh ht Vl6hliE- 
POETRY. 


How great is our Creator God, 
In wisdom, majesty and might ; 
Wheu he displays lis power abroad, 
And brings his wonders forth to light. 


Behold what cloudy columns rise, 


Terrific as the realms of night ; 
What peals of thunder rend the skies ; 
The lightning, how sublimely bright. 


How dreadful is the threat’ning hail; 

Th’ approaching tempest, O how grand ; 
What terrors do the mind assail, 

When strong convulsions shake the land. 


The seas with hollow murmur groan, 
The bowels of the mountain flame ; 
The elements affrighted, own 
The awful grandeur of his name. 


Almighty God! thy chariot wheels 
In solemy pomp and glory roll ; 

Thy presence trembling nature feels, 
And humble reverence fills our souls. 
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